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WINGATE’S MANUAL OF RIFLE PRACTICE. 


THE appearance of a second edition of WINGATE’S 
“Manual of Rifle Practice” offers a favorable occa- 
sion for again calling attention to the merits of this 
little work, which has already received the appro- 
yal of the Adjutunt-General of the State of New 
York, and has been distributed to the National 
Guard of the State as a suitable guide for instruc- 
tion in the use and care of the breech-loading arms 
recently adopted. The example of New York in 
encouraging rifle practice we hope to see followed 
elsewhere, and the timely appearance of this man- 
ual places the means of thorough instruction with- 
in the reach of all. Good shooting in our Army 
and among the militia should not be left so much 
as it has been and is to the chances of previous 
training out of the service. Degrees of excellence 
there must continue to be, but there is no reason 
why positively bad shooting should be tolerated in 
any command: 

Captain WINGATE proceeds upon the theory that 
any man who is able to point a rifle cap be made a 
good shot with proper training, and experience 
abundantly establishes the correctness of this posi- 

















ce. Outside of our great cities there is abundant, The ratio which the step of each soldier bears to a 
opportunity to practise the judging distance drill, | yard is determined by actual experiment, and the 
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SCOBLE’S MARKING BUTT. 


and New York and Brooklyn, with their parade- 
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JUDGING DISTANCE DRILL. 


tion. It has been found that men often shoot worse! grounds and a rifle range of seventy acres near by, 


instead of better from mere practice at a target. A 
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HILL’S MARKING BUTT AND MANTLET. 


system is accordingly adopted in this manual by 
which skill in marksmanship can be acquired by 
drill alone as easily as in the manual of arms. The 
position and aiming drill upon which it is based 
can be gone through with in the same manner as 
any part of the “Manual ;” and a very fair profi- 
ciéney in the use of the rifle can be acquired with- 
out the expenditure of ammunition in target prac- 





hoped that other cities will be prompt to establieh 
similar means of instruction for their local troops. 
In the judging distance drill, men are taught to 
note the size and appearance the enemy will present 
at different distances, and of course much space is 
required for mancouvring. The company is divid- 
ed into three squads, and each officer is provided 
with a cord marked off in divisions of five yards, 





means of marking off distances by each man for him- 
self is thus provided. Having learned to pace off 
correctly, the soldiers are next practised in judging 
distances. Men as nearly equal in height as possi- 
ble are placed at measured distances from 50 to 300 
or 500 yards, and attention is called to the differ- 
ence in the appearance at the several distances, and 
the men are thus gradually trained to estimate 
promptly and accurately the space which intervenes 
between them and an enemy. The accompanying 
cut from the Manual illustrates the judging distance 
drill, which is not only exceedingly important in a 
military sense, but also serves to relieve the tedium 
of the ordinary discipline and drill of a company. 

The theoretical instruction provided for by the 
Manual includes instruction as to the course taken 
by a bullet when fired from a rifle, and the manner 
in which that course is controlled by using the 
sights, the allowance to be made for a wind, the in- 
fluence of the sun’s reflection from the sights in dis- 
turbing the aim, the different kinds of sight, file, 
full and half sight, the proper method of holding 
the piece, and the proper position to assume in aim- 
ing. All this instruction can be given in the drill- 
room, and is preparatory to target practice on the 
rifle-ground. The loss of elevation by twisting the 
piece is illustrated by the following diagram : 
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The different sights are thus explained : 


FINE SIGHT. FULL #tiGHT. HALF SIGHT. 


Fine Sight.—When the point of the forward sight is just seen 
through the notch of the breech sight, the effect of which is to shoot 
low 


wii ithe treat ora er ae oe 
effect of which is to shoot bis ° : 

Half Sight.—When but the fore sight is seen, which is the 
kind of sight that should generally be adopted by beginners. 

The full course of target practice in the field for 
which the Manual provides is 90 sounds in all—six- 
ty for firing singly and ten each for volley and file 
firing, and for skirmishing or firing at unknown 
distances. Full details are given of the drill accom- 
panying this practice. An article is devoted to 
“periods of drill and classification of merit,” one to 
a description of the targets, and two to regulations 
required for the use of a range, the selection of the 
ground, the method of laying it out, and the mate- 


rial required to furnish it, These are the main gon- 
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tents of the volume, to which is added an appendix, 
giving the regulations adopted by the National 
Rifle Association to govern all competitions in 
marksmanship, and approved by the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the State of New York. Many valuable 
suggestions to marksmen on various points of inter- 
est are also included in the appendix, and finally, 
blank forms for keepiug a record of practice. 

The cut on the preceding page illustrates H1ILi’s 
marking buttand mantlet, which consists of a shot- 
proof tent, erected on the side of the target away from 
the sun, soas toavoid obscuring it with a shadow. It 
has on the side toward the target a window of 1-2 inch 
plate-glass, to protect the marker from splinters, 
and a narrow slit, two inches in width, through 
which a pole can be extended, having on its end a 
disk which signals the result of the firing, disks of 
different color being used for “outers,” “ inners,” 
and “centres.” A paint brush in the reverse side 
of the disks obliterates the mark of the shot. 

Another marking butt described is that of Colo- 
nel SCOBLE, used by the Ontario Rifle Association 
of Canada, which is sufficiently described by the il- 
lustration which we give. 

The demand for Captain WINGATE’s book shows 
an awakening interest in the subject of rifle prac- 
tice, which is destined to extend until it shall have 
secured for this practice the place to which it is 
properly entitled in any well-ordered system of mil- 
itary instruc tion. 


THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
Brigadter-General EB. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Jesued from the Adjuiant-General’s Office for the week ending 
November 18, 1872, 

Tuesday, November 12. 

The leave of absence granted Colonel William McK. 
Dunn, assistant judge-advocate-general, in Special or- 
ders No. 124, of May 29, 1872, from this office, wus ex- 
tended by the Secretary of War to November 6, 1872. 

Discharged.—Private Samuel C. Pearce, General Ser- 
vice U. S. Army; Private George H. Graham, Company 
A, Sixth Cavalry; Private James Henderson, Company 
D, Eighth Infantry. 

Wednesday, November 13, 


A General Court-martial is appointed to meet at West 
Point, New York, on the 18th day of November, 1872, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Pri- 
vats Martin M. Scully, v. S. Military Academy detuch- 
ment of cavalry, and such other prisoners as may be 
brought before it. Detail for the court: Captain 
Charles W. Raymond, Corps of Engineers; Captain Al- 
exander M. Miller, Corps of Engineers; First Lieuten 
John P. Story, Jr., Fourth Artillery ; First Lieutenant 
Sedgwick Pratt, Third Artillery; Second Lieutenant 
John E. Greer, Ordnance Department; Second Lieuten- 
ant David D. Johnson, Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate 
of the court. 

_ First Lieutenant Oscar Elting, Third Cavalry, recrnit- 
ing officer, St. Louis, Missouri, is appointed to act as 
inspector on certain unserviceable camp and garrison 
equipage and recruiting property on hand at the ren- 
dezvous of Captain James P. Brown, Fifteenth Infan- 
try, St. Loujs, Missouri, and for which Captain Brown 


is responsible. 
Thursday, November 14. 


Discharged.—Private Maurice O’Hern, Co: E 
Thirteenth Infantry. F aatiedile i 


Friday, November 15. 


By direction of the President, Second Lieutensnt 
Thomas C. Davenport, Ninth Cavalry, will repair to this 
city and report to the Chief Signal Officer of the Army 
for temporary duty. 

Second Lieutenant William 'L. Piteher, Eighth In- 
faniry, is relieved from duty at St. Louis Depot, Mis- 
souri, and will proceed without delay to join his regi- 
ment in the Department of the Platte. 

Saturday, November 16, 

Discharged.—Recruit Wellington Hawkins, General 
Service U.S. army; Recruit Bal F, Pierce General 
Service U.S. Army ; Recruit John McKiernan, alias John 
Kirnan, General Service U. 8. Army; Private C. E. 
Jordan, alias Coristopher B. Jourdan, Battery B, First 
Artillery; Recruit Thomas Brown (colored), Mounted 
Service U.S. Army; Private James Birminghum, Cow- 

any b, Second Cavalry; Private William Browner 
ttery D, First Artillery. 7 

So much of Special Orders No. 276, of the 2d instant, 
from this office, asdirects Major H. B. Burnham, judge- 
advocate, to report in person to the communding general 
Department of the Platte on the expiration of his pres- 
ent leave of absence, is amended to direct him to so re- 
-— on haw 25th instant. 

é leave of absence granted First Lieutenant : 
Stafford, Twentieth Infantry, in Special Orders Tne 
201, of October 14, 1872, from headquarters Department 
‘ac is a ninety da: s. 

e@ superintendent General Recruiting Servi: i 
cause to be pre 7 dee 


and forwarded 
intloated the following aoudeeee re 
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cruits, each detachment to be reported upon arrival at 
its destination to the commanding officer of the post for 
assignment as follows: From Fort Columbus, New 
York harbor—Fifty-five to Fort Adams, Rhode Island, 
for Batteries A, B, and L, Fifth Artillery; eighteen to 
Fort Adams, for Light Battery F, Fifth Artillery; 
these recruitsto be selected from men willing to serve 
with horses. Twenty-two to Fort Warren, Boston har- 
bor, for Battery D, Fifth Artillery ; Seventeen to Platts- 
burg Barracks, New York, for Battery G, Fifth Arti- 
Nery; Nineteen to Fort Sullivan, Maine, for Battery K, 
Fifth Artillery; Twenty-one to Fort Preble, Maine, 
for Battery M, Fifth Artillery. From Newport Bar- 
racks, Kentucky—Twenty-five, to include a drummer, 
tailor, carpenter, and blacksmith, to Newbury, South 
Carolins, for Company K, Eighteenth Infantry. 

The leave of absence granted Lieutenant-Colonel 
George A. Woodward, Fourteenth Infantry, in Special 
Orders No. 98, of October 18, 1872, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, is extended four 


months. 
Monday, November 18. 


Discharged —Private Elisha 8. Martin, General Ser- 
vice U. S. Army. 

Major Alexander Chambers, Fourth Infantry, is ap- 
pointed to act as inspector on certain unserviceable re- 
craiting property on hand at the rendezvous of First 
Lieutenant Robert G.Smither, Tenth Cavalry, Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, and ior which Lieutenant Smither is re- 
sponsible. 

The telegraphic order of the 16th instant, from this 
office, directing the superintendent General Recruiting 
Service to forward one hundred and fifty-five recruits and 
eight field musicians to Benicia Barracks, California, for 
assignment to the Twenty-third Infantry, is hereby 
confirmed. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Charles Hobart, 
Eighth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 90, of October 1, 
1872, from headquarters Military Division of the Mis- 
souri, is extended five months. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdgq’rt’rs Chicago, Il. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Major-General W. 8S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


Sixth Infantry.—A General Court-martial has been 
_- to meet at Fort Buford, D. T., December 17. 

he following officers of the Sixth Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Captains Montgomery Bryant and 
E. R. Ames, First Lieutenants Stephen Baker, D. H. 
Murdock, William Badger, R. H. Day, and W. H. H. 
Crowell, and Second Lieutenants Nelson Bronson, R. T. 
Jacob, Jr., and T. G. Townsend. Second Lieutenant 8, 
W. Groesbeck, judge-advocate. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—A General Court-martial 
has been appointed to meet at Fort Sully, D. T., Devem- 
ber 8. The following officers of the Twenty-second In- 
fantry were detailed for the court: Colonel D. S. Stan- 
ley, Captains Francis Clarke, J. B. Irvine, and A. H. 
Goodloe, First Lieutenants P. M. Thorne, William Con- 
way, and W. W. Daugherty, and Second Lieutenants J. 
E. Macklin and J. McA. Webster. First Lieutenant H. 
H. Ketchum, jndge-advocate. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant Gustavus Valois 
rene C} bas been promoted first lieutenant, vice 

ucker, appointed regimental quartermaster, which car- 
ries him to Company kK at Fort Clarke, Texas; and Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Martin B. Hughes (Company A) first 
lieutenant, vice Radetski, dismissed, which carries him 
to Company E, at Fort Clarke, Texas. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Fort Hays.—Chaplain Collins, writing from this sta- 
tion, says: “ The roster of officers at this post has re- 
cently been changed. Major Compton is here. Com- 
ag | E, Fifth Infantry, under command of Captain E. 
P. Ewers, was returned to Larned; Company F, Sixth 
Cavalry, has taken its place, with the following officers : 
Captain Kerin, Lieutenants Sands and Hentig. At the 
present writing no definite information has been obtained 
as to the whereabouts of Mrs. Jordan, of whom I wrote 
in my last, but we have a rumor that she is a captive 
among the Cheyennes; nor are we informed that any 
active measures are employed for the rescue ; but this, [ 
hope, can be accounted for by my ignorance, and not by 
the lack of interest in those who are clothed with power ; 
still, her family are passing from feeble hope to dark de- 
spair. One sad case of hydrophobia recently occurred 
here. Some two months since a mad wolf bit a soldier 
of the Sixth Cavalry. The wound healed ; but last week 
unmistakable symptoms of the dreadful malady were 
felt. _The poor fellow suffered for twenty-four hours, 
and died. Two other men, citizens, were bitten by the 
same animal, They are yet well, but may carry 
seeds of death in their blood. The sudden death of 
General Meade has thrown a gloom over our little com- 
munity. Many of us had the honor of serving under 
him when he commanded tbe Army of the Potomac, and 
a few of us were on terms of friendship with him in 
private life. He wasa courteous gentleman, a respected 
citizen, a brave soldier, and skilful officer. Thus the 
heroes of the great conflict pass away.” 

Issues of Trousers.—Instructions from the Quarter- 
master-General’s office, under date of October 17, direct- 
ed that the issues of trousers, mounted or foot, should 
hereafter be made as follows: 


Mh... k 8S 8 &€°S 
Pairs....15 80 8 16 5 
The tariff of sizes of the other articles of clothing will 
be the same as heretofore, until experience calls for a 
change, It is believed that the new tariff of sizes for 


the | and Sill. Lieutenant-Colonel 8S. B. Holabird, chief quar 


hand a surplus of the small sizes, resulting from the im- 
perfect patterns heretofore in use, which prevented the 
issue of small sizes in accordance with the old tariff. It 
is therefore not desired to send any more small sizes to 
such posts until the stock on hand is exhausted. The 
surplus clothing can be much better cared for at the 
large depots thun when in the hands of post quarter- 
masters. Each requisition for clothing is required to 
give the number of pairs of trousers on hand at the post 
and the number of each size, so as to determine the num- 
ber of each size which should be furnished. 

Sizth Cavalry.—Upon the arrival of Colonel James 
Oakes at Fort Riley, Kansas, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
H. Nei!l by orders dated November 12 was directed to 
proceed to Fort Scott, Kansas, and assume command of 
the post of Southeastern Kansas. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability, was granted Captain Joseph Kerin 
November 11. 

Fifth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army, through headquarters Military Division of the 
Missouri. for an extension of ninety days, was granted 
Second Lieutenant C. E. Hargous, to take effect No- 
vember 10. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadier-General E. 0. C. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska, 


Leave of absence for thirty days was granted E. D. 
Baker, A. Q. M. U.S. Army, November 9. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for ten days 
was = ted Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. Morrow Novem- 
ber 12. 

Leave of absenco for ten days was granted First Lieu- 
tenant William Auman November 9. 

Second Cavalry.—Captain John Mix November 12 was 
detailed as a member of the board of officers instituted oy 
paragraph 1, 8. O. No. 180, c.s, from department head- 
quarters, vice Captain Guy V. Henry, Third Cavalry, 
relieved. 

Company I November 11 was relieved from duty at 
Medicine Bow Station, and ordered to march at once to 
Fort Sanders. Acting Assistant Surgeon D. 8. Snively 
was ordered to accompany the command, and upon its 
arrival at Fort Sanders to report to the post commander 
for temporary duty. 

Eighth Infantry.—First Lieutenant James W. Powell 
November 7 was appointed judge-advocate of the Gen- 
eral Court-martial instituted by paragraph 1, 8. O. No. 
161, c. s., from department headquarters, vice First 
Lieutenant Samuel Craig, relieved. 

Fort McPherson.—Acting Assistant Surgeon L. 8. 
Tesson November 7 was ordered to Fort McPherson for 
duty as assistant post surgeon. 

Sidney Barracks, Neb.—Major George Ruggles, assist- 
ant adjutant-general U. S. Army, November 11 was or 
dered to Sidney Barracks, Neb., as a witness before the 
General Court-martial in session at that post. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 


Assistant Surgeon W. H. Forwood, U. 8. Army, No- 
vember 7 was assigned to Fort Richardson, Texas, to 
which post he was directed to proceed, via Austin and 
Dallas, Texas, reporting upon his arrival to the com- 
manding officer for duty as post surgeon. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry.—Upon his arrival in Sin 
Antonio, Texas, Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Shafter was 
directed to turn over the command of the companies en 
route to Fort Brown to the officer next in rank, and pro- 
ceed tc Fort Duncan, Texas, upon his arrival assuming 
command, relieving Major H. C, Merriam from duty at 
that post, who was ordered to proceed to Ringgold Bar- 
racks, Texas, and to there assume command. 

Captain J. W. Clous November 7 was assigned to 
temporary duty in San Antonio, Texas, - 

Leave of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply, through headquarters Military Division of the 
Missouri, for an extension of five months, was granted 
First Lieutenant W. W. Saxton November 7, 

Fort McKavett, Texas.—As soon as the weather is 
sufficiently cool, the commanding officer of Fort Me- 
Kavett, Texas, was directed to cause the remains of 
officers and soldiers buried at Fort Terrett (now aban- 
doned) to be transferred to the cemetery at Fort Me 
Kavett. He will also cause that this cemetery be eu: 
closed with a stone wall, the labor to be performed by 
troops. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Major A. P. Morrow November 5 
was relieved from duty at Fort Clarke, Texas, and a* 
signed to duty at Fort McKavett, Texas. 

Tour of Inspection.—The Quartermaster’s Department 
November 1 furnished transportation to the commanding 
general of the department to Fort Gibson, Indian Terri 
tory, via Forts McKavett, Concho, Griffin, Richardson, 


termaster of the department, accompanied the command 
ing general on a tour of inspection of these posts, and 
return via Dallas and Austin. During the temporary 
absence of the chief quartermaster of the department 
Major Benjamin C. Card, quartermaster U, 8. Army, 
took charge of the routine duties of the office of chie 


quartermaster. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W..R. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, Za. 


Payment of Troops.—Major George L. Febiger, psy" 
master U.S. Fe chief paymaster of the department, 
November 12 was ordered to proceed to Fort Barranoss 





Florida, for the purpose of paying the troops at 
post. 

A TELEGRAM dated the 19th says: “The South Brick 
Building at Baton Rouge, occupied as a United State 
barracks, and 200 feet long by 60 deep, was burned, 








in probable thet neeriy all military posta ‘have now en 


cidentally, yesterday.” 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIO. 
——: Hddrtrs, Philadelphia. 

By direction of the General of Army, Surgeon John 
Moore, U. 8. A., November 14 was ordered to Washing- 


ton, D. O., to report as witness before the Mixed Com- 
mission on American and British Olaims. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Brig.-Gen. I. McDowell : Headq’rs., cor. Greene and Houston sts., N. ¥ 


fATHE following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the East for the week ending No- 
vember 19: Captain Wm. Silvey, First Artillery ; First 
Lieutenant Lewis Smith, Third Artillery ; Second Lieu- 
tenant J. E. Bell, First Artillery; First, Lieutenant H. 
P. Perrine, Sixth Cavalry; Surgeon C. E. Goddard, U. 
8. Army; First Lieut«nant Robert Craig, Fourth Artil- 
lery; First Lieutenant J. R. Myrick, Third Artillery ; 
Captain N. B. McLaughlin, Fourth Cavalry ; Surgeon 
J.J. Milhau, U. 8. Army; Second Lieutenant J. H. 
Williard, Corps of Engineers; First Lieutenant John 
Drum, Tenth Infantry ; Assistant Surgeons 8. E. Cow- 
drey, W. Matthews, U. S. Army; Lieutenant-Oolonel 
Alexander McD. Cook, Tenth Infantry; Oaptain Sam- 
uel &. Elder, First Artillery; Msjor H. G, Gibson, Third 
Artillery ; Captain D. P. Heap, C-rps of hngineers ; 
Colonel William T. Barry, Sezond Artillery; First 
Lieutenant J. P. Wittard, Fifteenth Infantry ; Captain 
Alexander Sutorius, Third Cavalry; First Lieutenant 
O. E. Wood, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant Thos. 
M. Woodruff, Fifth Infantry; Captain J. G. ©. Lee, 
Quartermaster’s Department; Second Lieutenant Frank 
Baker, Thirteenth Infantry. 


Second Artillery.—A correspondent writes: ‘“ Major- 
General J. C. Tidball, Second Artillery, arrived in North 
Carolina November 16, with a detachment of the Second 
Artillery, to be stationed as follows: Raleigh—Battery 
F, Captain E. B. Williston, First Lieutenant R. G. 
Howell; Battery I, Captain F. B. Hamilton, First Lieu- 
tenants J. E. Wilson and J. McGilvray. Fort Macon— 
Battery L, Captain John I. Rodgers; Battery E, First 
Lieutenants J.C. Scantling and E. B. Hubbard. Char- 
lotte—Battery D, First Lieutenant W. P. Vose, Second 
Lieutenant N. Wolfe. Fort Johnson—Battery M, Cap- 
tain A. C. M. Pennington, First Lieutenant W. S. Star- 
ring, Second Lieutenant E. 8. Curtis. It took twelve 
days’ continuous travelling to move these troops from San 
Francisco to Raleigh. I doubt if six batteries ever made 
20 long a continuous trip by rail before. The further the 
troops came east the poorer the accommodations became. 
But the chief discomfort was that no provision had 
been made for the men’s sleeping in all thistime. Two 
men to each car seat was the allowance, which, of course, 
could be endured for a day or two; but each additional 
day became a greater burden. If the car seats had been 
removed and temporary bunks put in by the quarter- 
master, each car would have held as many men, and 
the men would have had the chance to recline, and the 
same cars could have carried the Fourth Artillery back 
to California. It issaid that the Pacific Mail 8. 8. Com- 
pany would have brought the Second in and carried the 
Fourth out for $100,000 less than the expense of the 
transfer by rail, and with five times the comfort to the 
men. The detachment didn’t arrive quite as fresh and 
cleanly as they started, but just as ready, cheerful, and 
contenied as ever, and every man in. his place. The six 
es the Fourth Artillery left North Carolina on 
the 18th.” 


Fort Wood,N. Y. H—In view of the condition of the 
public quarters at Fort Wood, Bedloe’s Island, N. Y. H., 
the building occupied by the commanding officer No- 
vember 16 was ordered to be transferred to the post sur- 
geon for hospital purposes, and Major R. V. W. How- 
ard and one of the two batteries of the Third Artillery 
assigned to Fort Wood by §8. O. No. 211, c. s. from de- 
partment headquarters, to be designated by the colonel 
< = regiment, will take post at David’s Island, N. Y. 

arbor. 


Fort Monroe, Va.—A. General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Monroe, Va., November 19. De- 
tail for the court: Major G. A. De Russy, Third Artil- 
lery ; Captain Richard Lodor, Fourth Artillery ; Captain 
S. N. Benjamin, Second Artillery; First Lieutenant 
Arthur Morris, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant J. 
A. Fessenden, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant J. L. 
Mast, Second Artillery; Second Lieutenant J. A. Camp- 
bell, Second Artillery; Secoud Lieutenant G. P. Cotton, 
First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant W. B. Weir, Fifth 
Artillery. First Lieutenant D. D. Wheeler, First Ar- 
tillery, judge-advocate. 





Fort Preble, Me.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Preble, Me., November 20. The 
following offizers of the Fifth Artillery were detailed 
for the court: Colonel H. J. Hunt, Major G. P, An- 
drews, Captains E. C. Bainbridge, H. A. DuPont, J. B. 
Rawles, W. F. Randolph, H. F. Brewerton. Major 
T. F. Barr, judge-advocate U. S. A., judge-advocate. 
Subsequently, under S. O. No. 223, First Lieutenant Asa 
Bird Gardner was appointed as judge-udvocate vice Ma- 
jor Barr, relieved. 


Fifth Artiliery.—The leave of absence for seven days 
granted First Lieutenant O. E. Wood, in S. O. No. 33, 
headquarters Fort Sullivan, Me., November 7, 1872, has 
been extended 23 days. First Lieutenant G. V. Weir, Nu- 
vember 18 was detailed as a member of the General 
Court-martial ordered to convene at Fort Preble, Me., 
by par. 2. 8. O. Wu. 221, c. s. from depariment headquar- 
ters, vice Captain H. A. Du Pont, relieved. 


Fourth Artillery.—As soon after the arrival at Fort 
McHenry, Md., of the batteries of the Fourth Artillery 
from the Department of the South as transportation can 
be provided by the Quartermaster’s Department, they 
were ordered to be placed en route for San Francisco, 
Cal., to be reported on arrival to the commanding gen- 
eral Military Division of the Pacific. 


Sizth Infantry—Oaptain Thomas Britton, November 
18 was relieved from duty as a member of the General 


——— 


Court-martial convened at Fort Oolumbus, N. Y. H., by 
par. 1,8. O. No. 215, c.s, from department headquar- 
ters. 

Third Artillery.—First Lieutenant A. E. Clark, No- 
vember 18 was appointed judge-advocate to the General 
Court-martial convened at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., by 
par, 1,8. O. No. 215, c.s. from department headquar- 
ters, vice Second Lieutenant O. L. Wieting, Twenty- 
third Infantry, relieved. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : Hdq’r¢rs San Francisco, Cal. 


The following-named officers reported at these head- 
quarters during the week ending November 12: Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel W. L. Elliott, First Cavalry; Surgeon 
R. H. Alexander, U. 8. Army; Post Chaplain Dudley 
Chase, U.S. Army; Oaptain James Jackson, First Cav- 
alry; Captain E. R. Platt, Second Artillery; First 
Lieutenant E. R. Theller, Twenty-first Infantry ; Acting 
Assistant Surgeon G. A. Benjamin, U. 8S. Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Payment of Troops.—The following-named officers 
November 7 were ordered to proceed to pay the troops at 
the posts and stations hereinafter enumerated to the 31st 
day of October, 1872: Major T. H. Halsey, paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, at Camps Halleck and McDermit, Nevada, 
and Fort Hall, Idaho; Major Brantz Mayer, paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, at posts in the harbor of San Francisco, 
Benicia Barracks and Arsenal, California; Major O. W. 
Wingard, paymaster, U. 8S. Army, at Camps Gaston, 
Wright, and Independence, California. 

Second Artillery.—Captain Edward R. Platt, under in- 
structions from the War Department to rémain after the 
departure of his company, November 2, by division 
orders, was directed to take station in San Francisco. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Henry E. Jones, U.S. Army, 
November 2, by division orders, was ordered to report to 
Major John OC. Tidball, Second Artillery, for duty, to 
accompany his command to Fort Macon, North Carolina, 
whence he will return to Washington, D. C., where he 
was authorized to apply to the Adjutant-General for 
leave of absence for two weeks and for orders, at ex- 
piration of his leave to report to Fort Columbus, New 
York Harbor, or Fort McHenry, Maryland, to accompany 
troops to San Fiancisco, Cal. 

The movement of batteries of the Second Artillery 
east was postponed till November 5. 

Sesond Lieutenant Henry A. Reed, Battery L, tempo- 
rarily attached to Battery B, October 29 was assigned 
to duty with Battery C. 


Twelfth Infantry.—Paragraph 2, 8. O. No. 161, and 
par. 2,8. O. No. 178, headquarters Military Division of 
the Pacific, directing Companies A, E, and G, Twelfth 
Infantry, to change stations, suspended by instructions 
dated September 21, 1872, headquarters Department of 
California, was revoked October 29. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-General E. R. 8. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


Fort Boise, I. T.—The General Oourt-martial which 
convened at Fort Boise, Idaho Territory, October 16, 
pursuant to par. 8,8. 0. No. 129, of October 9, from 
Department headquarters, and of which Major John 8. 
Walker, Pay Department, was president, dissolved 
October 29. , 


Telegraphic instructions of October 80 to Major V.S 
Eggleston, , Department, directed him to proceed 
from Oamp Warner to Jacksonville, Oregon, for funds, 
and then to return to his station. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—Leave of absence, upon sure 
geon’s certificate of disability, with permission to go be- 
yond the department, November 4. was granted to First 
Lieutenant J. L. Johnston, regimental quartermaster. 


Fifth Cavalry.—A correspondent writing from Cala- 
basas, A. T., under date of October 22, is inclined to 
differ somewhat in regard to the quarters for the troops 
at this station as described by the Arizona Cvtizen and 
5 pe into the JOURNAL in September last. He says: 
“T see in your edition of the JOURNAL an account of 
our arrival at this place. Allow me to make some cor- 
rections in regard to this place, and the soldiers par- 
ticularly therein. We arrived here on the 27th day of 
August of the present year, and fonnd the buildings of 
the California Volunteers in utter ruin, with nothing 
left to mark their place except a few adobe chimneys; 
but found in a little better state the buildings built by 
E. N. Fish, Esq., of Tucson, and used as a sutler’s store 
by him, of the dimensions, viz.: eighteen feet wide and 
twenty-eight feet long to hold forty men in wet and dry 
weather. The officers and men never did like the place 
from the first day they ever put foot into it, and have 
been sick nearly all the time they have been here with a 
malaria fever. That is fearful to think of, for I have 
been a victim to it; but, with thanks to the kind Provi- 
dence, I am getting better. This is a somewhat brief 
account of this locality, but is altogether contrary to the 
account in yours of September 28. Hoping you will 
allow this letter an insertion in your columns, you will 
confer a gre:t favor on the members of Troop D, Fifth 
Cavalry. 








THE annual report of the Commissioner of Pensions 
for the present year, say newspaper reports, will be un- 
usually interesting on account of the thorough manner 
in which the statistics of our pension system will be 
presented. The main portions of the report have been 
finished, and the whole will be embraced in the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior to Congress. During 
the fiscal year ended June 30, the increase of the pen- 
sion rolls has been greatcr than for any year since that 
ending June 30, 1867. By the all wance of new claims, 


| there have been added to the rolls 6,317 Army invalid 


pensioners; 7,12) Army widow and dependent relative 
pensioners; 151 Navy invalid pensioners; 124 Navy 
widow and dependent relative pensioners; 17,021 sur- 





vivors of the war of 1812; and 8,105 widows of soldiers 


of that war, making a gross addition to the rolls of 88,- 
888 new pensioners in the last fiscal year. The losses 
to the rolls by death, re-enlistment, recovery frum dis- 
ability of invalid pensioners, or failure to claim ray- 
ments of pension for three years, are 2,282; by death or 
marriage of widows and dependent relatives, expiration 
of minors’ pensions, or failure to claim payment of pen- 
sion for three years, 6,097; by death of survivors of the 
war of 1812, 604; by death of widows of soldiers of said 
war, 122; a total loss of 9,124. The gross additions to 
the rolls are 83,838 ; less the total loss, 9,104—gives a 
net gain of 24,734 pensioners for the year, which, added 
to the rolls of 1871, make the total number of pension- 
ers of all classes June 80, 1872, 232,229. In addition, 
there have been increased the pensions of 5,016 Army 
invalids, 68 Navy invalids, 290 Army widows and mi- 
nors, and six Navy widows, a total of 5,480, involving a . 
total increase to the annual amount of the pension roll 
of $281,587 85 per annum. This increases the total 
annual amount of all pensions in the sum of $2,675,583, 
making the total amount of all pensions upon the rolls 
June 80, 1872, $25,485,578. The increase in the num- 
ber of pensioners for the year was 24,784, making the 
total number of pensioners June 80, 1872, 282,229. The 
amounts appropriated for the payment of pensions dur- 
ing the last fiscal year were: For Army pensions, $28,- 
550,000; for survivors of the war of 1812, $4,500,000; 
for Navy pensions, $500,000. The unexpended balances 
in the hands of pension agents were: Army, $984,582; 
Navy, $25,669, woich amounts have been covered into 
the Treasury. The orp for the present fiscal 
year are: Army, $30,000,000; Navy, $480,000. Under 
the acts of June 17 and 30, 1870, at the close of the last 
fiscal year, there had been issued 7,770 commutation or- 
ders in lieu of artificial limbs, and 1,248 bids had been 
approved for limbs furnished in kind. There were is- 
sued also 488 commutation orders, amounting to $27,- 
150, and 326 bills have been approved for limbs furnish- 
ed in kind, amounting to $23,025. The total number 
of claims allowed thus far is 9,802. The last remaining 
few of the widows of Revolutionary soldiers are slow] 
but surely decreasing. The number on June 80, 1868, 
was 888; 1869, 887; 1870, 727; 1871, 634; 1872, 578. 
Efforts have been made to collect information relative 
to the supposed survivors of their pensioners, in order . 
that a register of their names. residences, condition, 
ages, and dates of death might be prepared, and con- 
tinucd until the Jast shall have passed away. Circulars 
have been sent to the postmasters at their places of resi- 
dence, and other persons, from whom information could 
be obtained. Of these circulars 554 have been returned 
without satisfactory reports, and 5631 with the full in- 
formation sought. Of these, 881 were reported as liv- 
ing, and 350 as having died since January, 1870. There 
were on file unadjudicated, June 30, 1872, 87,176 claims 
of invalid pensioners; 33,762 cluims of widows, orphans, 
and dependent relatives. and 11,580 of soldiers and 
widows of the war of 1812; total, 82,578 claims. The 
Commissioner estimates that the claims on account of 
the war of 1812 will be disposed of by the Ist of May 
next. He states that the investigation of frauds con- 
tinues to receive special attention, with such gratifying 
results, both in detection and goo of pre re 
as to demand the continuance of the present pulicy. It 
is estimated that $30,480,000 will be required for the 
pension service during the next fiscal year. 








TuHE Society of the Army of the Oumberland opened 
its sixth annual reunion at Dayton, Ohio, on the 20th. 
At the time of going to press we have the brief tele- 
graphis summary of the first day’s proceedings. There 
were present Generals Hooker, Whipple, Davis, Sher- 
wood, Wood, Scribner, Willich, Prince, McCook, Ward, 
Kimball. Williams, Maxwell, Governor Noyes, and many 
other persons prominent in the war. General Wood 
called the Society to order, and, after prayer by Chapluin 
Van Horn, the mayor of the city delivered an address of 
welcome on behalf of Dayton. Letters were read from 
Secretary Belknap, and from Generals Sherman, Sheri- 
dan, Meigs, and the Hon. Henry Wilson. Brief speeches 
were made by Generals Hooker, Davis, Willich, Noyes, 
Morgan, McCook, Ward, and others. The committze on 
the Thomas Monument reported that from $6,000 to 
$7,000 had been collected for that purpose. COnuplain 
Van Horn was instructed to publish the biography of 
General Thomas as a supplementary volume of the his- 
tory of the Army of the Cumberland, the Society being 
relieved from the supervision of its publication. A bril- 
liant meeting, numerously attended, was held in the 
evening, when an address was delivered by General 
Wood. 








Wirn respect to the reorganization of the Russian 
army, a correspondent of the London Morning Post 
writes: “ The only measure of importance which has re- 
ceutly been taken is the attempted mobilization of the 
Don Cossacks by raising several regiments for constant 
service, and agg. | the men, at short intervals, by 
fresh levies, so as by degrees to strain the whole effective 
male population through a kind of military filter. This 
and the substitution of sabre and revolver for the tradi- 
tional lance, are commendable measures; but on the 
whole, it cannot be said that the Russian army is ina 
very promising condition just at present. — The admir- 
able rehearsals of military manceuvres during the pres- 
ent season, at Saratoff, Moscow, Kiev, and St. Peters- 
burg itself, show that the military machine itself is in 
good order; but there still remains the great und crown- 
ing want which paralyzed it in its utmost need seventeen 
years ago—the want of a skilled hand to move the 
springs. In other words Russia has soldiers but no offi- 
cere. She has, undeniably, made noble efforts to right 
herself in this as in other respects; but, nevertheless, it 
must still be said (to parody a famous mot of the Duke 
of Wellington) that were an army of 30,000 men assem- 
bled in Western Russia, with artillery and materiel — 
complete, there is not a general in the imperial service 
who could be trusted to carry it across either the Vistula 





or the Danube.” rade 
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THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovawar all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


TuE Shawmut was at Key West November 4. 


Tur Kansas was to have sailed from Newport Novem- 
ber 19 for New York. 


Tue St. Mary’s ex to leave San Francisco about 
the middle of November for Norfolk, Va. 
THE on the Wyoming at New Bedford will be 


com in about ten days, when she will proceed to 
Hampton Roads. 

Tue California arrived at San Francisoo, November 
18, from Panama, to which vessel Rear-Admiral Pen- 
nock transferred his flag. 


Tue Powhatan will sail from Philadelphia for Key 
West this week, having in tow the ironclad Saugus, or- 
dered to relieve the ironclad 7error at that station. 


Tar Pensacola, flagship of Rear Admiral Steedman, 
which sailed from Panama the 16th of October, arrived 
at Payta, Peru, the 22d, and sailed hence on the 9th for 
Valparaiso, Chili. 

Tue Lancaster, flagship of the South Atlantic Station 
has been surveyed and found unseaworthy. It is said her 
mainmast is rotten and could not be used at sean. It is 
rumored the Minnesota, at the Brooklyn, yard will be 
fitted out and relieve her as flagship next spring, 


Capraln J. F. Baker, U.S. M. O., in charge of the 
recruiting rendezvous in New York, is doing creditable 
work in that line, recruiting more men at his office for 
the Marine Corps, which is always a favorite, than the 
seven Army recruiting offices combined enlist for the 
Army. 

A MARINE Court-martial, of which the following is 
the detail, convened at Philadelphia on the 14th inst. : 
Colonel M. R. Kintzing, Captain W. R. Browne, First 
Lieutenant R. R. Neill, Second Lieutenant E. T. Brad- 
ford, Second Lieuteuant William B. Slack. Captain W. 
B. Remey, judge-advocate. 


TueE U. 8. steamer Ossipec (8)Commander J. N. Mil- 
ler arrived at New York from Rio de Janeiro, on Sunday, 
November 17, twenty-one days enroute. On the passage 
she searched for 2 re rted shoal off the Island of Fer- 
nando Noronha, also fora reported reef off Cape St. 
Roque. After discharging her powder at Ellis Island 
she will be brought up to the eapousl her officers 
—_ hed and crew paid off, and be put out of commis- 

ion. 


REAR-ADMIRAL John Rodgers has been appointed 
senior member, and Commodores John L. Worden and 
J. O. Howell, Captain W. D. Whiting, Commanders W. 
T. Truxtun and Wm. A. Kirkland members of a board 
to witness and report upon certain trials with Lay’s tor- 
pedo, to be made at Newport, R. I. 


Tue Marine battalion stationed at Philadelphia, 
formed a portion of the funeral escort to the remains of 
General Meade, under command of First Lieutenant 
Richard K. Neill, First company, Second Lieutenant E. 
T. Bradford, and the second company under Second 
Lieutenant Samuel H. Gibson. e men looked and 
marched exceedingly well. The battalion escort com- 

rised a band of 17 pieces; field music, 4; sergeants, 

; rank and file, 88; total, 118, 


Tut Yantic arrived at Palermo, Sicily, October 17, 
from Gibraltar. On the she made remarkably 
good time under ssil—twelve knots at one time with her 
screw up and down, and 200. knots for the day. The 
crew, some of whom had not had liberty for over eight 
months, were to be granted that indulgence. The 
Yantic expected to sail about October 25 for Port Said. 
There had been no sickness sufficient to mention on 
board since she left the United States. 


Tue ordnance bureau of the Navy artment is now 
establishing at Fort Madison, Acain Md., an ex- 
perimental practice battery, where all the necessary 
means and appliances will be afforded for making ex- 
——_ with powder, projectiles, and ordnance. The 

. S. steamer Saratoga is being fitted out at Norfolk 
as astoreship, to be attached to the battery, and to be 
used as quarters for men and officers employed on ex- 
perimental duty. 


RECEIVER W. H. Higgins, of the Brooklyn Navy- 
yard, has at present large stores on hand, well Kept, ona 
im good condition, the result of large experience and a 
thorough knowledge of the business. The following 
are some of the stores and amounts on hand at present : 
Salt beef, 2,100 bbis., 200 Ibs. net; pork, 3,000 bbls., 200 
Ibs. net; preserved meat, 65,000 lbs; soup and bouilli, 
8,000 lbs.; ery = about 4,000 gallons; molasses, abont 
4,000 gallons; bread, about 80, Ibs.; coffee, 150,000 
Ibs. ;butter, 15,000 lbs.; pickles, 40,000 Ibs.; sugar, 30,000 
Ibs.; apples, 35,000 Ibs.; besides other stores; the whole 
under the control of Pay Director J. C. Eldredge, inspec- 
tor of provisions and clothing, who, we understand, 
has — a new era in the management of this depart- 
men’ 

Tue U.S. steamer Narragansett, Commander R. W. 
Meade, arrived at Sydney, Australia, September 21, 
twenty-four 4 from Ebon or Covell Group in the 
Marshall Islan The officers and crew were in good 
health. The Narragansett had visited the following is- 
lands: Christmas, Baker, Byron, Peru or Perout, Drum- 

’ Apaiang, Tarawa, Arhno (otherwise Daniel and 
Pedder), Mulgraves, and Ebon or Covell group. A sur- 
vey was made of Byron, Peru, Arhno and Ebon, and 
charts of the same prepared. The down was 
made through the Coral sea, east of ta Cruz island, 
west of Bampton, and east of Ken Reef. The Narra- 

was 
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At the Brooklyn os 450 men were 
this week, leaving some 1,900 men still engaged. 
deductions will be made shortly, which will considera- 
bly reduce the force of workmen. The frames of the 
Swatara and to boat are nearly completed, and 
iron plating has commenced on the latter. The 
wate Cay va A. D, Bache is still at the yard, and will 
probably leave for Tortugas the middle of next week ; 
_ will not, it is expected, return north before next 

une, 


A BOARD has been ordered by the department to sur- 
vey the Albany, Guerriere, and Nevada, with a view of 
selling the same, they having been condemned and 
found of no use for the Navy. The first has been in the 
service of the New York Board of Health, at Quarantine 
7 eed ne sees a=: mane the second is in - 

i at the Brooklyn Navy-yard waiting to be so 
and rt says she will probably be purchased by the 
great South American railroad constructor Meiggs ; the 
the third is also in ordinary, at New London. The same 
board ordered to survey the above vessels will also make 
a survey of the Java and Susquehanna at the Brooklyn 
yard, by order of Vice-Admiral Rowan, but not with a 
view of selling them. 


Tue Navy Department has, we understand, issued 
rules substantially as follows, with regard to the de- 
tachment of officers and ordering them to their domiciles: 
An officer who has been under orders full three years, 
on being detached from a sea-going vessel, may be or- 
dered to return to his domicile. If on sea duty for a less 
time, or if detached from any other than sea duty, he will 
be placed on waiting orders and not ordered to his dom- 
icile. An exception to this ruleis to be made, if the 
officer be on a foreign station or at Key West, and be 
detached without application before the usual period of 
service, in which cases he will be ordered to his domicile. 
An officer on duty ordered thence for examination, or as 
a member of a court-martial or on any other temporary 
duty will, on the completion of such duty, be ordered to 
return and resume his duties. If on leave, and ordered 
as above, he will when such temporary duty is per- 
formed be placed on waiting orders. 


WE have received from the U. S. Lighthouse Board 
the following charts showing the relative positions of 
the lights on and in the following places—the dates sig- 
nifying the time of their correction: Lakes Erie and 
Ontario, 1870; Lakes Huron and St. Clair, 1870; Lake 
Michi and Green Bay, 1870; Lake Superior, 1871; 
Lake Champlain and White Hall Narrows, 1870. And 
the following lighthouse districts: First—comprising 
the coast of Maine and New Hampshire, 1871; Second— 
comprising the coast of Massachusetts, 1871; Third— 
comprising the coast of Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, and part of New Jersey, 1872; Fourth—extend- 
ing from Squan Inlet, N. J., to Matomkin Inlet, Va., in- 
cluding Delaware Bay and tributaries, 1872; Fifth—ex- 
tending from Matomkin Inlet, Va., to New River Inlet, 
N. C., including Chesapeake Bay, Albemarle and Pam- 
lico Sounds, 1872; Sixth—extending from New River 
Inlet, N. C., to Cape Canaveral, Fla., 1872; Seventh— 
extending from Cape Canaveral to Cedar Keys, Fla., 
1872 ; Eighth—extending from Cedar Keys, Fla., to Rio 
Grande, Texas, 1872 ; Twelfth—embracing the coast of 

i . ; Thirteenth—embracing the coast of 
Oregon and Washington Territory, 1872. 

Tue following testimonial and approval of the hero- 
ism displayed by Master T. D. Bolles, of the Jroquois, 
in the Gulf of Siam, has been issued by the Navy De- 
partment : 

November 19, 1872. 
Master Timothy D, Bolles, U. S. steamer Iroquois, Asiatic Fleet. 
Sm: The Department has been officially informed of 
sre gallantry on the 28th of July last, in the Gulf of 

iam, in jamping overboard and rescuing from death by 
drowning, at the risk of your own life, the Siamese en- 
gineer of a steam tug-boat, who had been blown over- 
board and stunned by the explosion of her boilers. I 
take great pleasure in transmitting to you a copy of the 
reports of Lieutenant-Commander John H. Rowland, 
executive officer of the U. S. steamer Jroquois, and of 
Rear-Admiral Thornton A. Jenkins, containing the de- 
tails of your gallant exploit, and their high commenda- 
tion of your conduct. The Department fully concurs in 
their opinion and feelings, and is happy to make known 
to you its admiration and approval. Heroism thus pub- 
licly commended and made a part of our naval records, 
will always be remembered with praise, and will prompt 
others to like acts of courage and self-sacrifice. 

Very respectfully, 
GrEorGE M. ROBESON, Sec. of the Navy. 

THE U.S. sloop Portsmouth, Commander J. 8. Sker- 
rett commanding, will sail from New York by November 
27 for the Pacific ocean and the scene of her explorations 
and surveys to be made. Aswe have previously stated 
she is a officered, who have a great and im- 
portant work to perform which we are sure will be cred- 
itably executed and will make this cruise of the Ports- 
mouth one of the most memorable in her history. Her 
duties will be the inauguration of a work that will re- 

uire about ten or twelve years to complete, and when 
finished will be of immeasurable value to our naval and 
merchant service. She has been fitted with every re- 
quirement for this special service, and we look forward 
with interest for the record of her cruise. Her arma- 
ment consists of four 8-inch guns, two 24-pounder Dahl- 
gren’s, one 60-pounder Parrott, one Gatling gun, six 
boat howitzers, carbines, single-barrel pistols, and revol- 
vers; she will also have a patent steam windlass for 
winding leadline in deep sea sounding; this will be 
taken on board at Panama, and also two steam launches 
which have been sent to that port. These two last will 
be hung on davits, there being no room to store them on 
the ship; in fact she is now overcrowded with her boats, 
and No. 1 launch, the latter being one .of the best 
launches the Navy owns, being capable of steaming nine 
knots an hour. It was sonstructed at Cowes, England, 
and premayye to the United States on the Juniata last 





summer. launches are to be used 
Shoals and inland waters. Tho Portemouth will’eles 


Novemper 23, 1872. 





take out twenty-six chronometers, ten being for the 
Narragansett; the remainder, sixteen, are to be placed 
in boxes fitted in a room placed amidships. <A drawing- 
room has been neatly fitted up, containing tables, etc., and 
last of the many necessary articles and instruments are 
six pieces of flagstone to be used to mark the base lines of 
the surveys where stone cannot beobtained for the purpose 
Her officers and crew will number 165 persons, including 
15 marines in command ofa sergeant. The following are 
her officers; Commander J. 8. Skerrett, commanding; 
Lieutenant-Commanders J.J. Read, executive officers; 
L. Clark, navigator; Lieutenants J. E. Noel, C. W. 
Christopher, D. Delehanty, Master W. H. Beehler, En- 
signs W. G. Mayer, J. W. Danenhower, 8S. L. Graham, 
W. P. Conway, F. H. Crosby, paymaster; H. P. Tuttle, 
astronomer (to join the ship on arrival‘in the Pacific), Past 
Assistant Paymaster E. N. Whitehouse; Assistant Sur- 

eons, T. H. Streets, naturalist, N. McP. Ferebee; 
eon, J. Keating; Acting Gunner, 8. Cross; Car- 
penter, J. G. Myers; Acting Sailmaker, J. Martin; Cap- 
tain’s Clerk, J. Filton; Pay Clerk, D. Monat, Draughts- 
men, H. Bayer, W. F. Beardslee. 


Tur European fleet arrived at Cadiz, Spain, October 
28, viz.: the Wabash, Congress, Wachusett, Plymouth, 
Brooklyn, and Shenandoah. They expected to leave in 
a few days thereafter for Gibraltar, when the squadron 
would be separated, the Brooklyn, Piymouth, Congress, 
and Shenandoah for extended cruises to all parts of the 
Eastern Mediterranean, the north coast of Africa, and 
the coasts of Spain, France, and Italy, while the Wabash 
and Wachusett wiil proceed to Nice, stopping at the most 
important ports on the way. They will refit at Nice, 
and cruise down the coast of Italy and beyond for the 
winter. While the fleet was at Lisbon, courtesies and 
facilities were exchanged with the royal family of Portu- 
gal. On the 15th of October, avcompanied by his 
general staff and the commanding officers of the vessels, 
Rear-Admiral Alden visited the palace of Necessidades. 
The party were presented by Colonel Lewis, U. S. Min- 
ister, to His Mujesty Don Fernando, the ex-King Regent, 
at a private audience and by special appointment. The 
next day they visited the palace of Ajuda at a general 
reception, on the occasion of the Queen’s birthday, and 
were presented by our minister to their Majesties the 
reigning King and Queen. On the 19th of October the 
King and Queen of Portugal, with their suites, visited 
the Wabash. Appropriate salutes were given on their 
arrival and departure. The yards of all the vessels were 
manned. The commanding officers of the fleet, and 
many others, received the distinguished visitors on the 
deck of the flagship, and their Majesties lunched on 
board. The U.S. Minister and U. 8. Consul were also 
present. The next day Rear-Admiral Alden and the 
commanding officers of the fleet dined with the king and 

ueen at the palace of Ajuda. On all these occasions 
itis Majesty expressed the most friendly feelings toward 
the people and Government of the United States. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Biddeford Journal gives 
the following as the state of the Fire Department at the 
Portsmouth, N. H., Navy-yard, with the improvements 
in view: There are three Amoskeag steam fire engines 
—one a first-class, and two second-class engines—with 
five thousand feet of the newly-improved patent hose, 
four hose carriages complete, and a Hook and Ladder 
Company. The fire brigade proper contains one hundred 
and five men, under the immediate charge of Chief 
Engineer Edwin C. Neally, who is under the executive 
officer of the yard, six assistant engineers and three 
foremen. At a recent exercise they ran one-quarter of a 
mile and put steam on in eight minutes from the time of 
starting ; limbered up and ran to another place a quarter 
of a mile distant from the first, and got two streams on 
in five minutes. The cngines are now drawn by horses. 
A stable is being built connected with the engine house, 
so that the horses may be at hand at any moment, day or 
night. Two engine tenders, four-wheeled, are being 
built to carry 400 gallons of water and 600 pounds of 
coal apiece. The hose tower is sixty feet high with a 
capacity for three thousand feet of hose at once, fitted up 
with all the most modern conveniences for elevating and 
taking care of the hose ; hot and cold water for washing 
hose, etc. There is a heater attached to the engine 
house, the invention of Chief Engineer Neally, by which 
steam is kept up upon one engine all the time during 
the winter, when there is the most danger from fire—all 
showing the very efficient state of the Fire Department. 














NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 
November 15.—Lieutenant Frederick W. Greenleaf, to the Na- 
val Observatory. , 
Lieutenant Benjamin F. Tilley, to temporary duty at Washing- 


ton, D. C. : 

NovemBER 18.—Acting Sailmaker Henry C. Shanley, to the Rich- 

mond, 

DETACHED. 
NoveMser 13.—Lieutenant Andrew J. Iversen, from the Navy- 
yard, Boston, and ordered to the Saugus. J 

NovaMser 15.—Captain John M. B, Clitz, from command ofjthe 
California, and ordered to return home and wait orders. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

NoveMBER 18.—Lieutenant Henry Whelen, granted six months’ 
leave, and to hold himself in readiness for orders for sea at the ex- 
piration of that time. 

RETIRED. 
Carpenter E. W. Barincoat and Sailmaker Wm. N. Maull, placed 
on the retired list, from the 16th inst. 


LIST OF DEATHS 

In the Navy of the United States which have been ‘reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending November 16, 1872: 
Claude Carter, ordinary seaman, November 8, U. 8. steamer 
Ohio, at Boston. 

Henry Morton, landsman, October 23, U. S. steamer Congress, at 
Cadiz, Spain. 


° CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 


since last memoranda, viz. : 


Novgamper 18.—Major James Lewis, ordered to proceed to Pen- 
sacola, Fla., and assume command af the marines stationed there. 
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ADMIRAL POTHUAN. 


A CORRESRONDENT encloses to us the subjoined arti- 
cle, cut from an English paper, giving a history of the 
French Admiral Pothuan, now Minister of Marine, and 
who visited with President Thiers the U. 8S. steamer 
Shenandoah at Havre,on the 14th of September, and 
expressed himself greatly pleased with the fine order 
and discipline of the vessel. The Admiral speaks En- 
glish fluently, in fact better than some Englishmen, and 
taking him altogether, he isa man of charming manner 
worthy of imitation by officers of any service: 


If the French could only be cured of the notion that 
there must some day be a war with England, they might 
reduce their fleet by half, and considerably lighten their 
budget without much diminishing their effective 
strength, their navy being rather a costly ornament than 
a useful defence. On the other hand the navy is so pop- 
ular, its officers and men form so brave and respected a 

art of the nation, that it may be doubted whether the 

rench tax-payer, who is never a very stingy person, 
would not rather see his dues increased than consent to 
any reduction in a service which is even dearer to him 
than his army. Frenchmen look upon their sailors 
with a pride which is not of recent growth, and which 
has stood the test of all reverses. Siilors have never 
been made to play a part in politics—that may be one of 
the reasons for their popularity. They have been de- 
feated, but always with honor. Then, in the last war, 
wherever they appeared, it was to set the example of all 
the qualities in which the land forces seemed deficient. 
The men were well disciplined, cool, hardy, and did 
their work without bragging; the officers were able 
chivalrous gentlemen. Itcannot be said that the jeal- 
ousy cherished by military men towards the sister service 
was much allayed by a campaign in which their own de- 
fects came out so conspicuously beside the merits of their 
rivals. But the favorable impression which the French 
navy produced upon the nation at large will be inefface- 
able. 

No better man could have been selected for the task of 
governing and re-organizing the naval forces at this mo- 
ment than Vice-Admiral Pothuan. It has always been 
a moot point whether a civilian or a sailor should be at 
the head of the Navy Department, and the obstructive 
spirits of many of the admiral-ministers has led reform- 
ers to prefer civilians. But Admiral Pothuan, whom 
shrewd M. Thiers singled out the moment he came into 
power, has all the liberal-mindedness of « clever civilian 
allied to professional activity and experience. There is 
a story of a French Minister of Marine who being asked 
on his retirement what he had done during four years’ 
tenure of office, answered with some solemnity: “ I left 
everything as I found it, and work enuugh too, consider- 
ing the number of innovators who were always pester- 
ing me!” Another—but this was a Danish Minister— 
being similarly interrogated replied: ‘‘ Well, I gave the 
fleet new uniforms and the ships new guns; I built new 
frigates; I haye put new men in command, and intro- 
duced new rules into every branch of the service.” 
Each of these statesmen might have done better, and 
they illustrate the two rocks from which naval adminis- 
trators have to steer clear. The man who wants to do 
too much, who comes into his department with the idea 
of changing the very thole-pins in the ships’ gigs—that 
man soon runs athwart his colleague in the Finance De- 
partment, renders all the officers in the service sulky, and 
is popular only with contractors. Contrariwise the 
minister who shuts his ear to inventors will have noth- 
ing to say to good advisers,and snubs with routinely 
haughtiness all legislators who examine his estimates, 
that minister—too well known a type unfortunately— 
acts as corrodingly upon his department as mildew. 

Admiral Pothuan has just the sort of collected mind 
necessary to keep him from both extremes. A Parisian 
by birth, he entered the Naval School in 1830, being 
then fifteen, and four years later had already so distin- 
guished himself that his captain wrote of him, “ M. Po- 
thuan is a yourg officer of the greatest promise. Full of 
honor, zeaious, and punctual in his duties.” Superlatives 
being rather charily bestowed by superior officers upon 
subalterns, this might count for an enviable certificate, 
and young Pothuan’s promotion from the rank of second- 
class to first-class “‘ aspirant,” and taen to bis lieuten- 
ancy, followed rapidly. By the time he got his epaulet 
he had sailed over most of the seas of the world. There 
was no fighting to speak of then, but the introduction 
of steam into the navy had given a great stimulus to 
voyages of exploration, and it was Pothuan’s luck to be 
sent on several of these. In 1840 he was appointed aide- 
de-camp to his uncle, Admiral Duperré, then Naval Min- 
ister, and held this post for a year, and a most eventful 
year, for it was during that twelvemonth that Napoleon’s 
ashes were brought from St. Heleaa, and that Prince de 
Joinville made the crew of the Belle -Poule swear 
to let him blow up the ship should the English attack it. 
The English had no thought of attacking it, but rumors 
of war were rife, thanks to the firm policy of Lord Pal- 
merston and to the excited bewilderment of M. Thiers, 
and Lieutenant Pothuan had all the advantage of being 
initiated into the preparations for a great struggle. He 
profited by the departmental lessons he learned, as he 
had benefited before by his studies on board ship during 
long cruises, and was accounted so brilliant an officer 
that in 1843, when but twenty-eight, he was proposed 
for the Cross of the Legion of Honor, a distinction less 
lavished then than it has been sinee, A peculiarity 
about Lieutenant Pothuan was that he displayed much 
less Anglophobia than the average French naval officers 
of that day. That he looked forward with confidence to 
avenging [Trafalgar in case of a war isa matter of course, 
but his defiance of “ Albion” never went the spitfire 
lengths of the Prince de Joinville’s, who used to talk at 
mess as if he could fight the British fleet single-handed, 
and indoctrinated not a few brother sailors with that 
way of thinking. Pothuan’s good sense and modesty 
did not stand him in bad stead, however, with the spoilt 
child of the French navy. The Prince liked him well, 
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and in 1846 obtained for him the command of the Royal 
yacht Reine Amelie—an honor which would have been 
the prelude to a speedy captaincy, and to an unbroken 
succession of promotions thereafter, had the Orleans 
monarchy lasted, but which, as it was, served Pothuan 
but poorly, when the republic of 1848 came, and relieved 
him of his ship. He did not obtain his captaincy—and 
only then after he had been repeatedly passed over— 
until December 1856; and as the empire systematically 
kept down those who had been favored by the Orleans 
dynasty, and declined noisily to revile their benefactors 
afterward, means might possibly have been found for 
making him leave the service altogether, had not his 
gallant conduct during the Crimean war epportunely 
atoned for his having been an Orleanist. He command- 
ed a sloop-of-war, the Caton, at the bombardment of 
Odessa, and was then sent to serve in the naval land 
batteries that were besieging Sebastopol. Here he was 
promoted from frigate to ship captaincy, and on his re- 
turn to France was appointed assistant member to the 
Naval Board of Works. From this moment his career 
was smooth enough. He commanded the iron-clad Bret- 
agne in the Italian war, obtained his rank of rear-admiral 
in 1864, and was twice (1861-62 and 1869-70) deputed 
to serve as member of the Admiralty Council. His ser- 
vices during these years, however, were not of a kind to 
bring him prominently before the public, and it was only 
at the siege of Paris that the opportunity was afforded 
him of giving scope to his abilities. As commander of 
Forts Issy, Bicetre, Montrouge, and Ivry, and by and by 
as general commanding the Seventh division of the 
Third army corps, he showed qualities which would 
have been invaluable aids to a general with more dash 
in him than Trochu. His energy was indefatigable, and 
his buoyancy of mind quite contagious. Parisians won- 
dered to see his sailors working under him with such 
willand spirits, as if the victory were always assured ; 
and at the armistice elections the city elected him along 
with Admiral Saisset to be one of the deputies of the 
Seine. He had then just been gazetted Grand Officer of 
the Legion of Honor and Vice-Admiral; and it was a 
common saying in Paris that if La Konciere, Le Nourry, 

Saisset, and Pothuan had been the commanding trium- 

virate instead of Trochu, Vinoy, and Ducrot, the siege 

might not have ended as it did. 

Although the more autocratic of the two services, the 

French navy has always been more liberal in politics 

than the army. This comes of naval officers being a bet- 

ter read and more thoughtful body of men: and also 

from the fact that courts have never acted so generously 

by sailors as by soldiers; whence bitterness and a ten- 

dency among naval officers to side preferably with the 

popular feeling in the nation. It should be said, too, 

that political questions necessarily fail to excite much in- 

terest in the minds of men who spend two-thirds of their 

lives on distant seas. While far from home, sailors 

think of their country, very little of its govern- 

ment; and us they are seldom called upon to quell a re- 

bellion or to aid in assisting this or that adventurer to 

climb into power, they live tolerably exempt from party 

passions, and never entertain that spiteful hatred for de- 

mocracy which is one of the most hopelessly ineradicabie 

prejudices in the Army. More than one young midship- 

man bred in Catholicism and Legitimist principles comes 

back to his not very edified family with an ill-con- 

cealed admiration for the principles of ’89. He is not 

less Catholic, for sailors are never free-thinkers; but he 

prefers France herself to ail the dynasties in the world, 

and has the bluff courage to say so. Admiral Pothuan 

is a politician of this sort. He was an Orleanist from 

gratitude; he served the Empire without liking that 

regime any more than the rest of the navy did; but his 
politics are above all French, and if there were many 
members in the Assembly professing the same stolid un- 
canting patriotism as he, France might sail confidently 
ahead without needing to fear rocks. It is another in- 
stance by the way of that singular and irrational disbe- 

lief in the competency of naval men to fill any but nau- 

tical posts that Admiral Pothuan’s name should never 
have been mentioned in connection with either the 
presidency or vice-presidency. Yet if MacMahon, Faid- 

herbe, or d’Aumale are considered eligible candidates, 

then why not Pothuan, who is the intellectaal superior 
of at least two of these gentlemen, and the equal in 

statesmanship, science, and courage of all three? The 

objections that militate against a soldier-President would 
not apply to a sailor, for sailors havenever been notorious 
for coups @etat. At all events, as he does not aspire to 


suitable a vice-president as any whose names have been 
put forward. 


THE GREAT NOVEMBER ATMOSPHERIC WAVE. 
(From the New York Times.) 
ONE of the most interesting and important of physi- 
cal phenomena has lately been brought to light by the 
researches of the Signal Office. This meteorologic phe- 
nomenon is one which has long been recognized as con- 
fined to the British Islands and Western Europe, and 
has there been designated as “‘the great November at- 
mospheric wave.” Sir John Herschel, in 1863, described it 
as “that great periodical phenomenon whose recurrence 
is beginning to be recognized as one of the features of 
our European weather-table—a vast and considerably 
well-defined atmospherical disturbance, peculiar, it 
would seem, to this portion of the globe.” The Signal 
Service reports now show that our continent, as well as 
Europe, is visited by this wave, and that, henceforth, we 
may regard its recurrence as a distinct feature of cli- 





mate. 

The first chronicled account of this periodic meteor 
was from the pen of Defoe, in 1703, describing the great 
British tempest of November 26, in which the air was 
seen “ full of meteors and vaporous fires,” several thou- 
sand houses were demolished, and the proud structure of 
the Eddystone light-house, with its confident engineer, 
were blown into the sea. In November, 1844, two Eng- 
lish transports, then in East Indian waters, were over- 








taken j< Bag same great disturbance, and thrown up 
among mangroves of the Andaman Islands, twenty 


the Presidential chair, Admiral Pothuan would make as} 


feet above the high-tide level. No doubt it was this 


same fearful asd overpowering force which shook the 


continent of Durope on November 14, 1855, and but for 
a timely telegram pre-announcing the approaching hur- 
ricane, in its sweep over the Black Sea, would have sent 
the allied fleet to the bottom, and given a different issue 
to the Crimean war. 

The view entertained by Herschel, that this aerial bil- 
low is peculiar to Eurore, is thus demonstrated to be 
erroneous. It appears, from the late Washington me- 
teorological reports, that the crest of this movement over- 
sweeps our continent between Oregon and British Ool- 
umbia, or is split in twain on the mountains of the 
Pacific Coast—one part being forced due east, over 
Southern m to Northern Wvoming and Colorado; 
the other deflected through the great phic 
or depressions of the Rocky Mountain shaia, which ex- 
tends from Puget’s Sound to the Columbia river, and 
thence eastward, over Washington Territory, Idaho and 
Montana. It is — that the climatic — — a 
vast movement must be v great, especially w we 
remember that it is peneguted in the axial line of that 
vaster band of westerly wind which comes from the 
warm, smoking waters of the Western Pacific, and which 
is thus the great moderator and mollifier of the winters 
of the Pacific States and the tier of our extreme North- 
western Territories. 

The philosophy of this atmospheric wave is still a 
mystery with the meteorologists, but the phenomenon 
itself is unquestionably extended, with numerous suoc- 
cessive aerial undulations, through the winter. Bearing 
within itself the evaporation of an ocean, it is easy to see 
that, when it breaks over the cold summits and peaks of 


the Rocky Mountains, it affords a proximate cause for « 


the terrific snow-falls, such as were experienced last year 
along the lofty mountain windings of the Union and 
Central Pacific Railroads. These “icy pinnacles of cold 
sublimity ” not only condense the warm, vapor-laden air 
into avalanches of snow, but serve to tilt or deflect the 
current upward, when it is still further chilled by freer 
radiations into space, calling forth fresh and exhaustive 
crystalline condensation, and the consequent liberation 
of vast quantities of latent heat. It is, doubtless, this 
liberated heat, or the warmed, snow-robbed «air, which, 
being borne northeastward in the general air-current, at 
least in part, explains the existence of the “ Mild Win- 
ter Belt,” or “Fertile Belt,” as Mr. Blodget, the eli- 
matologist, calls it, lying north-east of the highest peaks 
and ranges in Idaho and Montana, and extending to 
the savannas of the Athabasca and Saskatchewan rivers. 

It is probable that the arrival of this great wave of at- 
mosphere, after its condensation on the highest ridges of 
the Rocky Moun‘ains, will bring to us drier and wintry 
weather. The discovery of such a phenomenon is of in- 
finitely greater importance to us than the finding of a 
dozen asteroids by the astronomer, and will invest the 
already splendid researches of the storm and weather™ 
bureau with universal interest and practical popular, as 
well as seientific, importance. The Government, it is to 
be hoped, will provide more liberally for the prosecution 
of its beneficent labors. 








THE officers of Her Majesty’s ship Ganges, stationed 
at Falmouth, England, gave, the other day, a concert at 
a place called Redruth, a few miles distant, in aid of the 
Foresters’ funds. Mr. Boynes, chief gunnery instructor, 
forty years of age, sang a humorous song in character, 
which was warmly applauded. He reappeared to an 
encore, and staggered forward upon the orchestra. His 
fall being taken to be intentional, the applause and 
laughter were renewed; but Boynes continued strug 
gling, and the merriment was soon turned to wild 
alarm. Doctors were summoned, but before their ar- 
rival all motion had ceased, and in full view of the 
audience he had died. 








On the 17th inst., in the United States Circuit Court 
at New York was tried before Mr. Justice Shipman the 
case of the United States v. Benjamin J. Cahoone and 
others, his sureties, consisting of the following named 
persons: Benjamin F. Bache, Louis T. Warner, Stephen 
D. Trenchard, John F. Gray, John D. Gibson, John F. 
Ferguson and William M. Wood. The facts of the case, 
briefly told, are these: This is a suit on a bond given by 
Mr. Cahoone for the good and faithful performance of 
his duty as paymaster in the Navy. He was appointed 
to that position in 1830 by President Andrew Jackson. 
The bond is for $25,000, and is dated (8th of April, i844. 
In 1866 Mr. Cahoone’s accounts were examined, when it 
was ascertained, as alleged by the Government,, that a 
deficit of $23,000 existed therein. The defence is that 
about a year ago Mr. Cahoone was by the Supreme Cour t 
of this State declared a lunatic, and he now appears in. 
the United States Court by his counsel, Mr. Algernon 8. 
Sullivan ; that at the time of the execution of the bond 
in question he was imbecile, of unsound mind and not 
competent to make a contract. In 1856 he was invalided 
from the Chinese squadron, having had Chinese fever, 
and about that time he was married to his second wife. 
It is further claimed on the part of the defendant, Ca- 
hoone, that since that time he has been gradually losing 
his mental powers until about 1861, wken his loss of 
mind became quite apparent. To sustain ‘this position 
the depositions of ex-Surgeon-General Horwitz and Sur- 
geon Guion were read. It was stated in these deposi- 
tions that Mr. Cahoone was incompetent to make a con- 
tract in 1861 on account of the unsoundness of his mental 
condition. After hearing the case Judge Shipman or- 
dered judgment to be entered for all the defendants. 








Tue Vedette adverts to the laxity of discipline in the 
Austrian army, and appears to be in favor of corporal 
unishment as a corrective, saying that officers must be 
invested with the power necessary to enforce instant 
obedience to their commands. With regard tv the offi- 
cers themselves it adduccs evidence in detail to C) 
what it has before remarked, namely, that the 
iz own. 





supersede the regulation drill by systems of the 
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THE Secretary ot the Navy, in a circular issued on 
the 15th inst., calls the attention of the commanders 
of squadron and vessels to paragraphs 838 and 839 
of the Navy Regulations, which it is apprehended 
have not been strictly adhered to. These para- 
graphs forbid the families of officers or of other per- 
sons to reside on board, or become passengers in 
vessels of war, without the permission of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy; and also forbid the taking of wo- 
men to sea in such vessels without such permission, 
or taking them from one port to another on foreign 
stations, without the permission of the Commander- 
in-Chief, or the senior officer present. The circular 
requires that in all cases where these regulations 
have been disregarded or overlooked all the facts 
shall be fully reported. Whenever special permis- 
sion is granted by the Department to an officer com- 
manding a station or vessel to dispense in any in- 
stance with the requirements of these regulations, 
no inferential extension or enlargement of such per- 
mission to other persons is allowable. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief is the only person who is supposed 
to have full knowledge of the proposed movements 
of the vessels of his command, and the presence of 
the families of officers on board may lead to great 
official embarrassment and personal perplexity, and 
should be discouraged by all officers who expect to 
maintain their commands in a high state of effi- 
ciency. 





Tue Lighthouse Board, consisting of General Wood- 
ruff, Commodore Strong, and the Collector of Customs 
of New York, met at their headquarters, at Tomp- 
kineville, Staten Island, on Monday, November 18, to 
examine applicants for existing vacancies of lighthouse 
keepers and assistant keepers. The vacancies are at | 
Fire Island, Sandy Hook, and at the Highlands of Ney- 
eink. 


LETTERS 1N THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE. 


Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained im the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 


the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 
Novemper 16. 


Scbaeffer, F. B., Captain. 











Baldwin, Ceptain 
Pierson, . Wateon, John, Colonel. 
Btocker, HL, Captain. 
Novemses 19. 
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THose of us who are not “inside polities” will 
read with a thrill of satisfaction the account the 
daily papers give of the entertainment to which 
Smron CAMERON and a party of Pennsylvania pol- 
iticians invited themselves when they went on to 
Washington last week, in the good old caucus style, 
thirty strong, to urge the appointment of “ their 
man” to the vacant office of Postmaster of Philadel- 
phia. In all the state of a special palace car, “ dis- 
pensing hospitality” by the way, the delegation 
proceeded to the Capital, where Secretary ROBESON 
appeared as their chaperon, and escorted them into 
the Presidential presence. Speaking with the au- 
thority of the Pennsylvania majority of 137,000, 
they urged the President to set aside his civil ser- 
vice rules and appoint one of the local political man- 
agers to the vacant office, on the ground of political 
service he had rendered in the recent election, and 
his importance to the party. To the most direct of 
partisan appeals the President made answer, that 
he knew of no reason why he should waive the reg- 
ulations in this case, and he would promote to the 
position a person already in the office if there was 
one competent for it. If he was compelled to go 
outside for a proper person, he would appoint the 
gentleman recommended by those present. 

We believe that this will be accepted generally as 
one of the best speeches GRANT has ever made, and 
as, all things considered, one of the most eloquent 
utterances of the recent political campaign. No 
one understands better than General Grant that 
he would never have been elected President for two 
terms, or one term either, if the men “inside poli- 
tics” could have had their way about it. And the 
manner in which he has responded to the purely 
partisan appeal of the Philadelphia ring-masters 
shows that he puts the right estimate upon this 
Tooley street tailor style of popular representation. 

It would be unreasonable to expect the President 
to reform our political system in a day, but we wel- 
come with satisfaction every evidence of his dispo- 
sition to do what he can to put us on the road to a 
better state of things. It is time that it was under- 
stood that there is a public sentiment in this coun- 
try which is entitled to consideration other than 
that which finds expression through the class of 
men who can contrive to get enough out of politics 
to enable them to spend their time in “ creating 
influence,” and hanging around Washington to 
urge their opinions upon the Administration. It is 
not easy to secure any definite expression of this 
public opinion, but it is entitled to be considered 
none the less, and we may be sure that it will make 
itself felt in support of any man who honestly sets 
himself to building up a system of appointment to 





| office which shall stand as a bar between the schem- 


ing politicians and their control of the public ser- 
vice. It is important to the Army and Navy not 
less than to the civil service that this should be 
done. Nominally independent of our vicious polit- 
ical system, these two services are really to a very 
considerable extent demoralized by it, and we have 
not only to submit to much incapacity in original 
appointment, but are too frequently subjected to 
the vexation of seeing the purgative influence of 
military discipline rendered inoperative by the ex- 
ecutive yielding to political pressure, The Army 





has not been so free from this as we hoped to see it 
when the general commanding it was elegted Presi- 
dent ; but those who understand the difficulties of 
the new position in which he has been placed are 
not disposed to be censorious so long as they can 
discover indication of any progress toward a better 
condition of things. We hope to see the day when 
the well-considered opinion of a court-martial or 
the recommendation of a commissioned officer will 
receive more consideration at Washington than the 
entreaties of local politicians whatever his influ- 
ence. 

We would not be understood as declaring our 
faith in the infallibility of courts-martial or official 
endorsements aud recommendations; but it is cer- 
tainly reasonable to ask that they should not be set 
aside merely in answer to the “claims” of some lo- 
cal celebrity, whose only interest in the Army and 
the Navy grows out of his anxiety to use them to 
reward his political adherents. We hope to see the 
day too, when our Navy-yards will be no longer 
compelled to defer to political recommendations in 
securing mechanics, when an honest day’s work for 
an honest day’s wages will be the only test of pre- 
ferment, and when every one who enters our mili- 
tary or naval service will do so with the perfect un- 
derstanding that he has entered upon a fair compe- 
tition, in which merit is the only gauge of advan- 
tage. These are millennium longings, as we are well 
aware ; but though we may not hope to see our ser- 
vice freed at once from the demoralization of polit- 
ical interference, we certainly have a right to ask 
that those who cannot plead the excuse of igno- 
rance in military matters will do what they can to 
bring about this result. More we shall not ask of 
them. 








THE past week has concluded the transfer of the 
First United States Artillery from the Departments 
of the East and of the Lakes to the Departments of 
the South and of the Gulf, and of the Third Artille- 
ry from the two last-named departments to the sta- 
tions lately occupied by the First. The movement 
of the Second Artillery to the Atlantic coast to gar- 
rison the posts from Fort McHenry, Md., to Fort 
Joknson, North Carolina, and of the Fourth Artille- 
ry to the Pacific slope, is still in process of execution. 

The Fifth artillery, now garrisoning the New 
England fortifications, is not disturbed, but three 
years hence will undoubtedly exchange with the 
First Artillery which, by that time, will have com- 
pleted its allotted tour in the South, and the Fifth, 
at the same time, its full six years’ duty in more 
healthy localities. Formerly such transfers could 
not so well be made, especially to and from the Pa- 
cific, when a journey in a transport around Cape 
Horn, of several months’ duration was required. but 
now with an odd number of regiments and the con- 
veniences of the Pacific Railroad and numerous 
coastwise steamers for easy transportution, the War 
Department has been enabled to establish what ap- 
pears to be a most beneficial practice, that of per- 
mitting a regiment to garrison the fortifications in 
the yellow fever districts of the South Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts for but three years and to be stationed 
in other localities six years. 

While the artillery arm was one-fifth smaller than 
at present, the absence of this rule sometimes work- 
ed prejudicially to particular regiments, as is noticea- 
ble in the case of the First, formerly the “ Light 
Artillery Regiment,” which received more than its 
due share of Southern service. Organized by act of 
Congress of April 12, 1808, with WiyrigzLp Scorr 
for one of its captains, it was at once called into ac- 
tive frontier service in the south-west, in Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana, until the breaking out in 
1812 of the war with Great Britain. It then pro- 
ceeded north and participated in the storming of 
Queenstown Heights ; Defence of Fort Niagara, 1812; 
Capture of York (now Toronto), Upper Canada; 
Capture of Fort George; Repulse of night assault at 
Stony Creek, June6; Battle of Chrystler’s Field, No- 
vember 11, 1813; Attack on La Cole Mill, March 
30 ; Siege of Fort Erie ; and a portion at the defence 
of Fort Oswego, May 5 and 6; and Battle of Platts- 
burg, September 11, 1814. When peace came it 
went into garrison, May 17, 1815, in tlhe more north- 
erly fortifications of the New England coast, with 
regimental headquarters at Newport, R. I. Here 
it remained until 1827, when, we believe, its first 
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and only exchange prior to the present one was |it be General HowarpD (with a view to his retire- | those afflicted with virulent contagious disea-es is of 


made with the Third Artillery, then garrisoning the 
coast forts from the Potomac and the Carolinas to 
Georgia. At the latter station thea First remained 
until moved into Florida for the Seminole cam- 
paign, a portion of the regiment having been en- 
gaged at Withlacoochie river in 1835 ; Okihumphy 
Swamp, Hernandez Plantation, Ridgeley’s Mills, 
Fort Drane, San Velasco Hammock, and Wahoo 
Swamp in 1836, and Jupiter Inlet in 1838. In this 
latter year, in consequence of the Canada Border 
disturbances, the First came north, after eleven 
years continuous Southern service, and took post on 
the lakes from Fort Niagara to Rouse’s Pcint. 
Thence, in 1839, during the disputed Maine fron- 
tier controversy with Great Britain, it was trans- 
ferred to Houlton, Fort Kent, Hancock Barracks, 
and other stations on that boundary until 1845, 
when its six years’ tour having been completed it 
took another turn on the Florida sea board until 
the Mexican war of 1846, when a portion served 
under General TAYLOR at Palo Alto and Monterey, 
and finally the regiment was assembled under Gen- 
eral Scott, and fought with him from Vera Cruz to 
the capture of the City of Mexico. From 1848 to 


1850 it garrisoned New York Harbor, and then 


betook itself to the accustomed unhealthy Gulf sta- 
tions trom Florida to the Mexican frontier, a por- 
tion being engaged in hostilities with the Semin- 
oles until 1857, Two foot batteries were mean- 
while detached and ordered to California. For an- 
other eleven years from 1850 to 1861, the First re- 
mained in the Southern forts uutil the breaking out 
of the Rebelliun, in which it actively engaged until 
the winter of 1865-’66, when, with the exception of 
two batteries ordered to Texas, it took post at its re- 
cent stations. This regiment has, therefore, already 
served much more than half of the time since its or- 
ganization at the posts on the extreme southerly 
border. 

Connected with the recent exchange, it is worthy 
of remark that the present Governor elect of New 
York, General JouHNn A, DIX, wassuccessively an of- 
ficer both in the First and Third Artillery. Ap- 
pointed second lieutenant in the Corps of Artillery, 
March 8, 1814, he participated in the war with 
Great Britain, for which he receives a pension, and 
on May 17, 1821, on the reorganization of the Army 
was transferred to Captain 8, L. EastMAn’s battery 
of the First Artillery, then in Boston Harbor, and 
subsequently August 16, 1821, to Captain FELIx 
ANSART’s battery of the Third Artillery, which at 
the time garrisoned Fort Washington on the Poto- 
mac, The General became Captain August 30, 1825, 
and resigned from the Third Artillery to enter 
civil life December 31, 1828, after aservice as an Ar- 
tillery officer of nearly fifteen years. 








THe Army is of course just now very much inter- 
ested in the question as to which of the brigadier- 
generals is to be promoted to fill the vacancy in the 
major-generalcy caused by the sudden death of 
Major-General MEADE. It is obvious that both taste 
and duty dictate that this journal should express no 
preferences as to. the succession, and indeed it has 
none to express; nor does it pretend to have that in- 
timate knowledge of the thought, and intentions of 
the President in regard to the matter which, it 
seems, is possessed by the Washington correspon- 
dents of lay journals, The appointment, it may 
say, however, will be arranged between President 
GRANT and General SHERMAN, and the newspaper 
correspondents, exemplary persons doubtless, will 
not be invited to the conference. The fact that the 
principle of selectiun and not seniority comes into 
play in this case lends great uncertainty to the re- 
sult, and therefore the daily newspapers are afforded 
a roadily-accepted opportunity for the publication 
of all sorts of rumors. We advise our readers to ac- 
cept these journalistic prognostications with ex- 
treme caution, So far as we can learn, Brigadier- 
General McDoWELL, the seniorof his grade, awaits 
the decision of the President without in any way at- 
tempting to influence it, and this indeed is the case 
with the other officers eligible to the position, 
though in some cases we hear of indiscreet friends 
using efforts in behalf of certain officers whose 
claims need no outside advocacy. It is fortunate 
for the Army that all those who are talked of for 
promotion are eminently fit for the office. Whether 


ment and the creation of a new vacancy) or General 
TERRY, representing the old volunteer army, or Gen- 
eral MEIGs, the quartermaster-general, whose services 
evincing the rarest capacity entitle him to the high- 
est consideration, or General CANBY, the safe, pru- 
dent and thorough officer, or General ORD, a type 
of the highest class of the American soldier, or Gen- 
eral AUGUR, who worthily won his place among the 
brigadiers and is eminently fit for advanced position, 
or General McDowELl, ranking in the grade, 
and who is known as an officer of the finest culture 
and most honorable ambition, or General CooKE, or 
General Popg, that is to be selected, this journal, 
naturally less well-informed than its lay contem- 
poraries, does not now pretend to anticipate, nor 
does it appear as the advocate or opponent of any 
one of these, feeling satisfied that such advocacy or 
opposition would be as impertinent as it would be 
useless, for the case is plainly not one for newspaper 
interference; but we may say that it would not be 
easy to go far astray in selecting any of those who 
are prominently named for promotion. Moreover, 
we have reason to believe that the question has been 
already pretty well settled without the help of edi- 
tors, either lay or military. 





THE newspapers contain foreshadowings of the 
report of the Secretary of War, but we are content 
to await the official publication of the entire docu- 
ment before ourse!ves attempting either criticism or 
commendation; and we advise our correspondents to 
follow the same safe rule of action, though we this 
week give place to two significant letters based upon 
the press reports of the forthcoming report. That 
the report of the Secretary of War is already pre- 
pared for transmission to Congress in advance of 
those of the other secretaries, as the telegraph in- 
forms us, is, however, undoubtedly a fact. This is 
one result, no doubt, of the close attention given to 
the business of the War office during the past year, 
by its Secretary, who holds to some old fashioned 
notions as to the responsibility of public officials. 
Those who deal with that department have the 
satisfaction of knowing that their business is not 
likely to be delayed by the prolonged absence or 
the neglect of the officer at its head. It is well that 
the departments at Washington should be made as 
independent as possible of the changes which follow 
the periodical shiftings of the political scenes, but 
none of them will take any harm from being brought 
under the direct influence aud supervision of secre- 
taries like General BELKNAP, who bring to them an 
earnest sense of official responsibility and an intel- 
ligent devotion to the sometimes irksome, but never 
unimportant routine of official duty. 








Dr. Joun M. WooDWOKTH, supervising surgeon 
United States Marine Hospital service, in his re- 
port to the Secretary of the Treasury dated Novem- 
ber 1, gives a synopsis of the operations of the spe- 
cial branch of service of which he is overseer, 
during the year ending June 30, 1872. The number 
of sick and disabled seamen treated was 12,302, and 
these received hospital relief for an average of over 
thirty-two days each. Besides these, a total of 854 
seamen received medicinal relief without hospital 
treatmont, which in their cases was not required, 
bringing the total up to 13,156. It is credituble to 
the hospital system, that of the whole number 
treated but 521 deaths, or less than four per cent., 
occurred daring the year. The cost of the service, 
exclusive of the erection and repair of hospitals, was 
$396,263.11, bringing the cost of each patient down 
to the moderate average of a little over 97 cents a 
day, which compares favorably with the past expe- 
rience of the service (the average of the previous 
year being $1.04), and that of private and other 
public institutions of the same character. The 
money collections in the authorized manner, showed 
for the year an increase of over thirty-five thousand 
dollars, which is an encouraging exhibit. Moreover, 
the cost of the service has shown a diminution since 
the just previous year of over fifty-six thousand 
dollars, or more than twelve per cent., and yet the 
facilities for affording relief have been considerably 
increased. Small-pox, which was quite generally 
epidemic during the year, did not fail to afflict sea- 
men to a large extent, materially increasing the 
cost of hospital relief, for the cost of the care of 
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course greater than that of those suffering from or- 

dinary maladies. Moreover the salaries of medical 

officers at several of the medical posts have been 
properly increased one-half during the year which 
the report covers. The reforms, which are stated at 
length, whereby the reduction in expense has been 
obtained, relate to details of management, involving 
corrections of long-seated irregularities, and the 
more complete carrying-out of the regulations of 
the Marine Hospital service, These regulations, 

the supervising surgeon thinks, require thorough 

revision, concerning which he announces his inten- 

tion of offering suggestions as soon as practicable. 
He further gives special commendation to his as- 
sistants, for whom he claims high credit for addi- 
tional labor performed without extra compensation. 

Dr. WoopwortTi recommends that Congress be 
asked to amend the law regulating the Marine Hos- 
pital service so as to include within its provisions 
the officers and seamen of the revenue cutters, coast- 
survey vessels, vessels of the Engineer Corps of the 
Army, and of the Light-house board. He further 
advises that the term “seamen” be so defined as to 
include all employees on such vessels as are subject 
to hospital tax. He also suggests that Congress be 
asked so to amend the law with reference to the 
charges for the care and treatment of foreign sea- 
men as to allow the department to regulate the 
charge at each port where there is a United Stites 
Marine Hospital, in order to cover the actual ex- 
pense of- food, ‘nedicine and nursing. Under the 
operation of the present law, the loss to the fund in 
consequence of maintaining foreign seamen amounts 
to several thousand dollars per annum. This pro- 
vision of an ancient statute works manifest injustice 
in the administration of the service. He recom- 
mends the purchase ot a site convenient to the port 
of New York, and the erection thereon of a pavil- 

ion hospital of two hundred beds capacity, and 

renews his suggestion made last year for the erec- 
tion of a pavilion hospital on Angel Island, in the 
bay of San Francisco, and also one near Pittsburg 

on a site to be selected for that purpose, the former 
to accommodate one hundred and fifty patients, and 
the latter thirty patients. The present hospital for 
the port of Pittsburg, located near Allegheny City, 
is unfit for further use, on account of its unfavor- 
able surroundings ; but the land is valuable, and 
should sell for nearly double the amount that would 
be required both to purchase a suitable site and to 
pay for the erection of a mew hospital. He particu- 
larly favors constructing all of the hospitals of wood, 
and destroying them after ten or fifteen years, both 
as @ sanitary and economical measure, and building 
new onesin their stead. ‘The prime object to be 
attained is to secure favorable results in the treat- 
ment of diseases and injuries, an object which has 
been in the past sut ordinate to architectural design, 
and frequently to the favoring of certain localities. 
A permanent building of brick or stone should be 
constructed, adjacent to and separate from each 
hospital building, to contain the heating apparatus 
and laundry. At New York and San Francisco 
there should be a residence for the surgeon separate 
from the hospital. The present hospital buildings 
at, Natchez, Miss., Ocracoke, N. C., New Orleans 
and San Francisco ars of no use to the service, 
The first two named are located at ports where no 
applications are received for relief, and the last two 
are unfit for use. The report as a whole does great 
credit to the administration of the service, and its 
statements of work performed and suggestions for 
further improvement both command respect and 
approval. 


Tux Militér Wochenblatt, in concluding an ex- 
haustive article on the French defensive law says: 
“ No doubt an army so organized would, by filling 
its ranks with men who serve a year at the dépdts, 
strengthen itself to such a degree, that France in 
the course of nine years could, under the operation 
of the law, raise and really place in the eld an 
army of at least one million men, the territorial 
army and depét troops sufficing for defending forts 
and other purposes, Above all it must be regarded 
as a highly important fact that absolute reactive 
power is given to this law, in such a manner, that 
hundreds of thousands of men who have been defi- 
nitely dismissed from the army are now suddenly 
again declared fit for service. The French nation 
makes no secret of its hate to Germany, and also its 
determination te take revenge. The military op- 
erations on the other side of the Vosges therefore 
naturally become a subject of interest to us and we 
must keep well informed of them. Let us re 

them with a sober eye and seek to trace them to 
their actual consequence. We could not commit a 
greater error than that of underrating our o ent. 








Our army is, as we know, free from this; it not 
brag of its victories, and we hope that others do not 
ceadle Uhenaselves ta anise nollaig 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of op:nion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 








A RELIC OF VERSE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sim: A few days ago, while looking over the papers of 
a comrade whose remains lie by the rushing waters of 


the Big Horn, and upon whose headstone the words 
“killed by Tadiane ” tells the end of the lifeof one ad- 
mired loved for his many sterling qualities, I came 


upon the following : 
I, 
They may talk of their flanking and marching, 
And the charges, and “ Johnny’s” fierce yell ; 
And the pleasure there is in the searching 
For the “ardent” they so vividly tell. 
That there’s excitement in the change of a base, 
And fun in a charge, I allow ; 
But for deviltry, sport, and fine pleasure 
Oh! give me what I enjoy now. 
Then hurrah for the hours of the present ; 
Who cares for those that ’ve passed ? 
Let the future unfold us its pleasures ; 
If like these, we hope they may last. 


IL 


I have shared my last “dhrop” with a comrade 
By my side—who drank, and then fell; 
But “ by the piper that played before Moses” 
That there’s no fun in that I can tell. 
I have charged to the drum’s stirring measure, 
To many a glorious fine row, 
But for sport and fine drinking and pleasure, 
Oh! give me what I enjoy now. 
Then hurrah for the hours of the present ; 
Who cares for those that've passed ? 
Let the future unfold us its pleasures ; 
If like these, we hope they may last. 
Ill. 
T have hunted the antelope and buffalo 
And in turn have been chased by “ poor Lo”; 
The pleasure of the former none denies it, 
And the sport (?) in the latter also. 
I have danced with and courted the lasses 
With the elan of a soldier I trow, 
But “ be jabers” for fun and fine pleasure 
Oh! give me what I enjoy now. 
Then hurrah for the hours of the present ; 
Who cares for those that ’ve eames ? 
Let the whiskey and beer in full measures, 
Pass round just as long as they last. 


SipneY BARRACKS, NEB. 








POINTS FOR SETTLEMENT. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sim: In addition to the points mentioned in my letter 
of the 19th ult., and which appeared in your issue of 
November 2, I would state a few more a that re- 

uire attention, because as they now stand they are in- 

efinite and lack fulness of description. 

The present points affect guard-mount and the guard, 
and are as follows : 

The first p aph, under the title of ‘“ Guard- 
Mount,” App. 1, Upton, states: “ Each detachment, as it 
arrives, will, under the direction of the adjutant, take 
post,” etc. But the question is, What position does the 
adjutant occupy all this time? Some take their posi- 
tion behind the sergeant-major when faced toward the 
leit to verify the details; some in front, opposite the 
right and centre of the guard. As an amendment to 
this paragraph, the following is suggested : 

Each detachment, as it arrives, will, under the direc- 
tion of the adjutant (who is two paces from the right of 
the guard faced to the left), take post, etc. 

2. On the same page as above quoted Upton states 
that upon the command “Front” being given by the 
adjutant, officers of the guard take post twelve paces in 
front of the centre, etc. This paragraph is very plainas 
far as it goes. But the point is when do the officers take 
their position in the guard after the sergeant-major has 
reported and before the command “Front?” There is 
no position assigned them ; for this reason it is suggest- 
ed that the above paragraph be amended as follows: 

The adjutant then commands “ Front,” when the offi- 
cers of the guard (who, after the sergeant-major has re- 

, should be in position, the senior two paces from 
the right on a line with front rank, and the junior in 
the line of file closers) take post twelve paces in front of 
the centre, etc. 

It is also suggested that the command “Front” be 
given when the adjutant arrives opposite the centre of 
the guard on his way to the front. 

8. On page 356 Upton states: “ At the words ‘close 
order’ the officers will face about; at ‘ march,’ resume 
their position in line. This is not precise enough, as it 
is done differently at different posts under different 
commanders. As an amendment, the following is sug- 


gested : 

At the words “ close order” the officers will face about ; 
at “march,” resume their posts, the senior marching 
two or three paces (as he may be infantry or cavalry) to- 
ward the guard, then facing to the right, march to a 

t te to the centre of the guard, and face to the 


ut; the junior officer will take his ition in the 
line of file marching by the left of the guard. 
4. Asa sort of an addendum to the ing it is sug- 
caso oa wd my ds are formed at Taps 
im i guard-mount, that the com- 
mentees $f She Git Sed nee seeete take position two 
paces in front and opposite centre of their respec- 
guards. Arguing from analogy, this seems to be 





their proper 
tactics, fixes the position of company commanders two 
paces opposite the centre of their companies. 

5. There seem to be doubts ting the position of 
the non-commissioned officers of the guard ; but. accord- 
ing to Upton (sections 13 and 14, pages 2, 3), when there 
is an officer of the guard, the sergeants, if there are two, 
take their position on the right and left of the front 
rank, the senior on the right. If there are more than 
two, the others take place in the line of file closers, in 
which event the corporals would take their places in the 
guard, on the right and left of the front rank. 

When there is no officer of the guard, it would appear 
that the sergeants take the position of the officers as 
above indicated, with the exception that, when the 
senior sergeant is two or three paces opposite the centre 
of the guard, the next in rank is on the right. 

My object in making these points public is a hope that 
they may attract official attention, and be settled, not as 
suggested exactly, but in some definite way that those 
concerned may know how it should be done, or is ex- 
pected to be done, and for still a better reason, that we 
may be uniform throughout the service. Tyro. 

OmAHA BARRACKS, NEB., Nov. 11, 1872. 








CONCERNING “ EXTRA LIEUTENANTS.” 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: The country and the Army are informed by the 
Washington Associated Press despatches that the Seere- 
tary of War, in his annual report about to be furnished 
to Congress, “renews the recommendation that the ex- 
tra lieutenants to each regiment be dispensed with as 
vacancies occur, and thus save $160,000 per annum.” 

As this is a measure that nearly concerns a large num- 
ber of officers of the Army, and involves a principle 
which, if correct, should be applied to the entire Army, 
and if incorrect, should no’ be applied at all, I have to 
request the use of the columns of the JouKNAL in which 
to make a few assertions (I think to state a few facts, but 
as to that my readers shall decide) and to ask a few 
questions. 

In order to “ save $160,000 per annum,” the proposed 
measure must include a provision that subalterns of 
companies who may hereafter be selected to act as regi- 
mental adjutants and quartermasters shall receive only 
the pay of their grade, inasmuch as the pay of eighty 
lieutenants—the number to “be dispensed with”—even 
supposing them to be all first lieutenants, each to re- 
ceive our service increase of ten per cent. and the lieu- 
tenants of cavalry and artillery all rated as mounted of- 
ficers—with all of these suppositions, their pay amounts 
to but $135,300 ; under the same suppositions, except as 
to service increase, their pay amounts to but $128,000. 
But regimental staff officers are mounted officers. Is 
then, a poor subaltern, ona salary of $1,400 to $1,700, 
to provide himself with horses (malgre the epizootic) 
and horse equipments, and an exceptionally expensive 
uniform (vide G. O. No. 92, c. 8., A. &. O.), and to live 
at stations socially the most expensive, simply for the 
honor of being on the staff? The honor of being se- 
lected from twenty or thirty young men, each of whom 
is, presumably, a gentleman of culture and a good sol- 
dier, is a thing not to be lightly esteemed; yet the sub- 
scriber, if permitted by the honorable Secretary to 
choose, would prefer not to be compelled to tender said 
honor in liquidation of liabilities for an aiguillette “ ac- 
cording to pattern,” for instance, or for a horse and 
equipments. 

Should Congress enact a law, as suggested by the War 
Minister, its operation would for years be an obstacle to 
the promotion of officers who have already served for 
six or seven years in the grade of second lieutenant. 

li this fact stood alone it would have comparatively 
little weight, for the good of the whole is to be sought 
rather than the good of a part; but, following the dis- 
heartening legislation (upon Army matters) of the last 
four years; the loss of rank in consolidation, and in 
the involuntary and sometimes arbitrary transfers to 
which officers have been forced to submit, and in view 
of the facts that the amount of money saved, upon the 
largest calculation, is relatively insignificant, and the 
change not only is not demanded by the “ good of the 
service,’ but would be detrimental to the best interests 
of the service, such a law could only be characterized 
as *‘picayunish” as a matter of economy, impolitic as a 
matter of discipline, short-sighted and inequitable as 
regards its design and application. 

have said that the change would be detrimental to 
the best interests of the service: 

Our Army is small; the number of posts garrisoned 
by it large; the number of companies at any one post 
small; these facts are notorious. If, now, in addition 
to the officers who are on recruiting service, in the sup- 
ply departments, on courts-martial, sick, or on leave, 
ailes to general officers, instructors at West Point and 
at other institutions, acting signal officers, and the rest 
—there is to be a permanent deduction of two officers 
per regiment, miny one and two-company posts will be 
too scantily provided with officers to properly adminis- 
ter the affairs and instruct and discipline the garrisons. 

If Companies A and B, ¢. g., can do well enough with 
but one subaltern, can any one persuade the average 
M. C., or his much te-fooled master, the tax-payer, that 
the eight or ten other companies of a regiment cannot 
do equally well with but one ? 

But the proposed change, if good “at all,” is good 
“for all in all.” In the recent order from the War De- 
partment regarding inspectors, the author of this rec- 
ommendation indicates his belief that there are many 
field officers in the Army competent to do the duty of 
department inspectors, and that department command- 
ers are competent to select them; and by as much as 
things are greater than the words that describe them, 
are the capacity and experience requisite for an inspec- 
et greater than those requisite for an adjutant-gen- 


If now the subalterns of a regiment can spare from 
their number two for regimental staff duties, why can- 


not the field officers and captains spare from their num- 





ition, because Upton, on page 2 of his 





ber two or three for department staff duties? especially 
since the highest military authority has declared that 
even officers of the line are competent to discharge the 
most important duties of the staff? 

Within the knowledge of the writer hereof, a distin- 
guished officer of the Adjutant-General’s Department, 
said that the chief clerk of that division of the Aijutant- 
General’s office at Washington, over which hr—the A. 
A. G.—presided, was as competent to have the entire 
control of the division aa was he, the A. A.G. This 
officer was not speaking, and had no occasion to speak, 
in dispa ent of his own capacity, and the period to 
which he referred was during the late war. If then a 
mere clerk could, at a time when the abundance and the 
importance of the records in the Adjutant-General’s of- 
fice were incomparably greater than now, become so 
proficient, is it even supposable that from the more than 
1,500 officers of the line there could not be found jifteen 
who would be competent to discharge the duties of the 
fifieen officers of the Adjutant-General’s Department, 
for whose services the country psys $55,000 in the mat - 
ter of pay alone? And in the face of these unquestion- 
able facts and logical inferences, can any one inform the 
Army, Congress, or the “ taxpayer” why there should 
not be a “recommendation” that the one A. G. and 
fourteen A. A. G.’s “ be dispensed with ?” Similar facts 
can be stated and similar questions asked regarding 
other staff departments. 

In view of the influence in—ratber, perhaps, control 
over—Army legislation exercised by the staff, we may 
doubtless expect that the recommendation of the honor- 
able Secretary will be enacted into a law; but let us not 
deceive ourselvyes—let not others deceive us, nor believe 
that we are blind to the facts. Our system of practical 
nepotism (in that “influence,” not merit places and 
keeps men of every grade of capacity in places that 
ought to be occupied only by men of tried and proved 
superiority), the system that permits the heads of staff 
departments to be superior to the head of the Army, is 
a contradiction and an absurdity. 

Those who profit by this system are not so dull as to 
be unaware that it continues to exist only because the. 
Army is deemed by our national legislators so unimpor- 
tant that they make no effort to legislate regarding it 
understandingly, and those would gladly defer the leg- 
islation that must come wlien Army matters are taken 
hold of with the practical common sense which charac- 
terizes the American people in matters which they deem 
important, by persuading our legislators that they have 
only to cut down a mere bagutelle from the $40,000,000 
appropriation in order to be patted on the back and 
“complimented on the completeness of their legislation.” 
TENIENTE. 





ARMY LEGISLATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: A synopsis of the forthcoming annual report of 
the Secretary of War, which has already made its way 
into print, informs us that the chiefs of the staff depart- 
ments have not forgoiten to renew former recommenda- 
tion for reopening promotion in their respective corps. 
This was to be expected; but would acompliance on the 
part of Congress be the most judicious action which that 
body could take in order to confer a benefit upon the ser- 
vices, and not upon individuals thereof? There is no 
doubt but that the members of the various staff depart- 
ments, particularly the junicrs, are directly and largely 
interested in effecting the reopening of promotion in 
their corps; but, considering the reduction which has 
from time to time since the termination of the Rebel- 
lion been effected in the strength of the line of the Ar- 
my, does it not seem reasonable tha: a corresponding 
chanze shouid be made in the strength of the staff? In 
other words, would it not be wise in Congress and bene- 
ficial to the service to devote a little time and consider- 
ation to the reorganization of the several staff corps of 
the Army, particularly those relating to the supply de- 
partments, so that, imitating Prussia, now regarded 
asa model in the management of military affairs, we 
may obtain the maximum of efficiency for the minimum 
of expense? No one will claim thatwe do this now, 
when it requires so many men and so much money to 
“administer the administration” of the Army. Cannot 
the pruning hook be applied in such a manner as to 
diminish the expenses and at the sams time promote the 
general efficiency of the service? It not only can, but 
should be done. 

Any person who will take the trouble to refer to the 
amount of the appropriation granted each year will not 
fail to observe that Congress exhibits a growing disposi- 
tion to limit the amount intended fur the Army to as 
small a sum as possible—much emailer than the actual 
wants of the Army require ; and many offivers can testify 
to the personal embarrassment caused by the delay in 
the passage by Congress of certain deficiency bills ren- 
dered necessary by the actual expenses of the Army 
overrunning the amount set aside by Congress for that 
purpose. We have no reason to believe or hope that 
Congress is in the future to be more libesal in the way 
of appropriations than in the past, or that it will legalize 
the employment in the Army of certuin administrative 
impediments which are neither military luxuries nor 
public necessities. 

If the Army in the future, as in the past, is to be 
placed upon a certain allowance, is it not best that the 
number and character of the recipients of this allowance 
te such that the latter will necessarily be fairly dis- 
bursed among the various branches of the Army? If 
Congress appropriates a certain sum for the pay, cloth- 
ing, and subsistence of the Army, is it not only right 
but desirable that the money thus appropriated should 
be expended for the specified purposes, and at as little 
cost of disbursement as practicable? Surely this is not 
the case under our present system of supply. As it now 
stands, the Army is somewhat like the applicants for pen- 
sions soon after the close of the war, when greedy pen- 
sion agents, under the head of commissions, extract- 
ed so much of the amount granted by the Government 
that the pensioners received but a moiety of what was 
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intended for them. So it is with the Army—“ the ten- 
dency of things” is to elevate the administration—a 
mere adjunct of the Army—over the Army itself; and 
Congress, when appropriating for the support and main- 
tenance of the Army, und the people who are taxed for 
this purpose, fondly believe that the money thus grudg- 
ingly appropriated is to be used in liquidating the ne- 
cessary expenses of the Army and rendering the latter 
efficient, when, the truth is, the real force of the Army 
requires, and receives but a limited portion of the money 
set aside for it. Where does the remainder go? It is 
used to keep up the “increased establishments of offi- 
cers’ clerks, superintendents, masters, storekeepers, and 
chief men, who do no labor, but rate on the pay-roll with 
lieutenants.” If the honorable Secretary of War had 
given this point his consideration, it seems hardly 
probable that he would have aimed such a blow at the 
efficiency of the line as to recommend the abolishment 
of the grades of regimental adjutant and quarter- 
master, classing them as “extra lieutenants;” but in- 
stead, if economy is his object, as no doubt it is, he can, 
by the mere scratch of his pen end unaided by Con- 
gressional legislation, effect a greater saving in the mili- 
tary expenditures of the Government than by the aboli- 
tion of these grades. How? By issuing an order fix- 
ing within reasonable limits the number of persons who 
are now “employed by the staff as their assistants, and 
receive about as much pay as officers.” This class 
alone, for rendering the Government no service, except 
that which might and should as originally intended be 
mainly performed by their principals, costs annuczlly 
over three quarters of a million of dollars, if not exceed- 
ing a million. Whereas the Secretary of War only 
claims that by the abolishment of the grades of regi- 
mental adjutant ani quartermaster, there will be an 
annual saving of but one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. If curtailment of the number of officers of 
the line must be effected, let it full where the efficiency 
and discipline as well as the esprit de corps will not also 
receive a blow, as they surely would. The grades of ad- 
jutant and quartermaster are done way with in regi- 
ments, and these positions filled by temporary appoint- 
ments. 

This constant and ever recurring cry of economy, and 
the manner in which the powers that be seek a remedy, 
remind me of an old farmer whom I knew in my early 
days, and who by intemperance and dissipation had 
squandered nearly all his, patrimony, having bartered it 
away for strong drink, until his money and everything 
of negotiable value had been passed into the hands of the 
whiskey seller, except a small and gradually diminishing 
herd of sheep which was his only means of procuring the 
“ one thing needful.” Almost every week the old farmer 
was to be seen wending his way into town and direct- 
ing his steps towards the rumseller’s haunt, in one 
hand bearing his little “brown stone jug,” while un- 
der the other arm he carries a sleep, his “only stock in 
trade.” And so we have seen the line of the army 
plucked at and hacked down during spasmodic freaks of 
economy, a regiment here, another there, until like the 
old farmer’s stock in trade, the reduction can no longer 
be made haphazard by regiments, so the spectacle of 
the oid farmer is renewed; we are presented with the 
sight of the Hon. Secretary of War appealing for econ- 
omy. And how does he aim to accomplish this? We see 
him standing at the Congressional dvor with a regi- 
mental adjutunt under one arm and the quartermaster 
under the other. They are to him the “ widow’s mite.” 
Why, instead of the two subalterns who are so necessary 
to their regiments, does he not by his own authority, as 
he properly can, more than double the saving in econ- 
omy by a careful readjastment of the amount of hired 
assistance now employed in “ administering the admin- 
istration”? But it is not proposed, says one, to do 
away with the adjutants and quartermasters of regiments; 
they will be detailed in future from the lieutenants of 
the companies. In other words, from bad to worse; for 
surely if there are two companies in a regiment that can 
dispense with the services of a lieutenant, there seems 
no good reason why all the companies could not do like- 
wise, and the honorable Secretary might well recom- 
mend the allowance of but one lieutenant to each com- 
pany of the line. Half of these would be detailed to us- 
sist the “staff,” so that in the end the captain, if not 
otherwise employed, might be tho only officer serving 
with his company. 

Instead of, as recommended by the chiefs of the several 
staff departments, reopening promotion in their respec- 
tive corps, other auction is necessary. It ia true some 
legislation is required to change the present status of 
the different branches of the staff of the Army. Reor- 
ganization is what isdemanded. What form this reorgan- 
ization should assume can only be best determined after 
devoting careful consideration to the entire subject. 
Congress is soon to assomble, and officers who feel an in- 
terest in promoting the efliciency and welfare of the 
service should then place themselves in correspondence 
with their friends or representatives in Congress, and 
give the latter the benefit of ideas drawn from military 
experience and based upon the actual wants of the Army. 
The idea of a consolidation of the departments of supply, 
although frowned down by some of the individual mem- 
bers whose personal interests might be unfavorably af- 
fected, meets with more general favor than when first 
suggested. There has never been any sound objection 
advanced to the uniting of the quartermaster and sub- 
sistence departments, and many officers of experience and 
sound judgment favor combining with these two the 
pay department. Others recommend that the troops 
of the line be paid by regimental pay-officers, thereby 
insuring frequent payments and removing one fruitful 
cause of desertion. The consolidation of the quarter- 
master and subsistence departments would boa great 
stroke of economy, and in many ways, as will be hereafter 
shown, it would greatly reduce and simplify official cor- 
respondence, reports, and returns, it would tend to bring 
the staff into something nearer its true proportions to 
the line; and, more important than ali, it would mate- 
rially add to the efficiency and military character of the 
Army, and would be one important step toward render- 








ing the latter an army of soldiers instead of, as now, an 
Army largely composed of —— well, anything but sol- 
diers. Of this more anon. Sapowa. 








APPEARANCE OF NAPOLEON I. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sr: Troubling you with my second and last article 
upon the subject, I would reply t» the last effort of “A 
German ” regarding the appearance of Napoleon I. 

He says, “If the standard of beauty such as is at- 
tributed to Apollo is looked for in Napoleon, then I 
assert positively that he was far from being handsome.” 
This is simply absurd, for an Apuvllo-like beauty is no 
more insisted upon than that ofa Hercules. He dis- 
proves (?) the “strong and muscular mould” of Charles 
Lever, uttered when Napoleon was at the age of forty- 
six, and when at Waterloo in 1815, by quoting the 
Duchesse d’Abrantes’s “little frail body which seemed 
buried in the amplitude” of his boots, giving this as 
being in 1795—an error of just ten years, for it was in 
1785 when he was appointed to the army, and wore 
boots that came but to the knees—the boots worn by the 
artillery—and it was his slight and boyish figure which 
elicited “Puss in Boots.” But even at that time, when 
sixteen years old, it was said that “though exceedingly 
thin and fragile in figure, there was a girlish graceful- 
ness and beauty in his form;” and in 1797, when at the 
age of twenty-eight, having conquered Italy and Austria, 
and obtained the treaty of Campo Formio, which then 
ended his campaigns, he was called handsome in the 
following words: ‘The graceful delicacy of his fragile 
figure, his remarkably youthful appearance, his pale and 
wasted cheeks, the classic outline of his finely moulded 
features.” Again, in 1810, when, at the age of forty-one, 
he married Maria Louisa, it was said he “ was remarka- 
bly handsome, there was not a furrow upon hia cheek, 
his complexion was an almost transparent olive, and his 
features of the most classic mould.” At St. Helena, in 
1815, when at the mature age of forty-six, Miss Balcomb, 
afterward Mrs. Abell, an English lady, said of him: 
“He was deadly pale, and I thought his features, 
though cold and immovable and somewhat stern, were 
exceedingly beautiful ;” and at the same time and place, 
another English lady, a Mre. Stuart, was led to exclaim 
in admiration, “What a countenance and what a 
character !” 

In view of this, and more that can be quoted, I must 
still maintain that Napoleon was a handsome man, and 
so considered by all who ever saw him when in the 
prime of life. And this I must still believe, even though 
I claim no Apollo-liks beauty for him, and slightly— 
very slightly—am willing to admit that, at sixteen years 
of age, when wearing a pair of artillery knee-boots, he 
may have slightly resembled “Puss in Boots.” In my 
belief I am an AMERICAN. 








THE QUESTION OF BREVET RANK. 


7 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Str: Copies of the accompanying papers have been 
sent to the adjutants of the various military posts. 
Should you think the matter of sufficient importance, 
please to notice it. Ido not court any publicity on my 
own account, and append my name to the smaller paper 
only because the arrangement, consolidation, and for- 
warding of the signed petitions should be done by one 
person. Very respectfully, etc., 

J. G. Keer®, Brevet Captain, U.S. A. 

OFFICE PosT QUARTERMASTER, BATON ROUGE, FLA., 
November 13, 1872. 


The undersigned, officers of the Army of the United 
States, respectfully petition the Honorable Senate and 
Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, to enact in substance as follows: 


An Act to repeal the sixteenth section of an act 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the “ sup- 
port af the Army for the year ending June thirty, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, and for other 
purposes,” approved July fifteen, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress assem- 
bled, That the sixteenth section of an act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year end- 
ing June thirty, one thousand eight hundred and seven- 
ty-one, and for other purposes, approved July fifteen, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy, be and the 
same is hereby repealed ; provided, that officers who 
have been brevetted by the President of the United 
States, by and with the consent of the Senate, shall be 
entitled to wear while on duty the insignia only, of 
their highest brevet rank, which insignia shall be 
placed on the uniform of their ordinary rank in such 
manner as the President of the United States shall di- 
rect. 

By the sixteenth section of the act of July 15, 1870, 
above referred to, all officers on the active list, who 
then held what had become purely complimentary—to 
wit: brevet rank—were deprived of all that remained 
of it; the 61st Article of War, pursuant to which offi- 
cers might under certain conditions claim precedence by 
virtue of such rank, having been repealed by the act 
approved March 3, 1869. Retired officers were but par- 
tially affected, as the law of 1870 forbade oificers wear- 
ing the brevet uniform while on duty, to which those 
who had been retired could not be assigned. (See act 
approved January 21, 1870. 

A point was raised that, under the prescribed uni- 
form for brevet rank it was difficult to ascertain an of- 
ficer’s status by reference to his dress, as a major and a 
major-general were entitled to wear the same, provided 
the former had sufficient brevet rank. It will be ob- 
served that under the proposed law no such mistake 
can possibly occur, as an officer may wear the insignia 
only of his brevet rank on the uniform of his depart- 





mental, corps, or regimental rank; and although in 
course of promotion his ordinary commission mi ht | 


outrank that of his highest brevet, the badge of the 


ter might with propriety remain on his uniform as a 
mutter of record; and the wearer, though a general, 
oe - pride in the bars, leaves, or eagles won in 
is youth. ’ 

It is fair to assume that the Army had earned its bre- 
vets, as the Senate confirmed them. Such compliments 
were bestowed upon the volunteers, who under section 
84 of the act approved July 28, 1866, have been allowed 
to retain their distinctive badges. Volunteers who en- 
tered the Army under the last-named act were brevet- 
ted, but because they are now in the militury service 
they are prevented by law from wearing the same uni- 
form as may be worn by their former brothers-in-arms 
who are out of service. 

Under the form of government which, it is no idle 
boast to say, the Army has aided to endure, we cannot 
hope to win and wear such decorations as soldiers of 
other countries may strive for—e. g., “‘The Iron Cross,” 
“The Legion of Honor,” “ The Victoria Cross,” ete. ete.; 
and until lately the reward of daring before the enemy 
has been but a brevet of incre rank, which only 
made its wearer conspicuous, and (after the repeal of the 
6ist Article of War), brought him no more substantial 
benefit. Even this has been: stripped off—we ho/d our 
commissions but cannot as much as show them! What 
would be the natural inference if Prince Frederic 
Charles of Prussia, the captor of Metz, should be for- 
bidden to wear his “Iron Cross?” Clearly, that some 
grave military offence had been committed, for which 
nothing but so marked a degradation would be sufficient 
expiation. Yet the same has been done with the cap- 
tors of Island No. 10, Fort Fisher, and Fort MacAllister. 
Have they deserved this? How many officers who com- 
manded armies, corps, divisions, brigades, regiments, in 
some of the fiercest struggles of the last war, have been 
degraded of their honors, obtained at risk of life and 
sacrifice of blood and health? The Army Register will 
show. Our brevets are as dear to us as are medals, 
crosses, or ribbons to our brothers of foreign armies 
(though even less valuable intrinsically), and with 
scarce an exception are all the reward we can look for as 
soldiers. 

Many of our former comrades who have returned to 
civil life have been rewarded for past services with 
places of honor and trust. If it is sought to be estab- 
lished as a principle that such should not be deprived of 
their positions except for cause, why should we be com- 
pelled to lay aside the honorable badges of our war rec- 
ord unless we have ceased to be entitled to wear them? 





LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Atherton H. Stevens, Jr., died 
at his residence in East Cambridge, Mass., Nov. 14. He 
was formerly in command of the First Battalion of Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry and Provost Marshal of the Twenty- 
sixth Army Corps. He was the first Union officer to en- 
ter Richmond, and received its surrender from Mayor 
Mayo. 








AN impressive memorial meeting in honor of the late 
Major-General Meade was held at Philadelphia on the 
afternoon of Nov. 18, at the Academy of Music. The 
members of the Union League attended ina body. Bishop 
Stevens opened the proceedings with prayer. General 
Humphreys pronounced an cration. Resolutions were 
adopted, and closing remarks were made by Mr. Charles 
Gibbons. Choice music added to the interest of the pro- 
ceedings, which were witnessed by an immense audience. 
The business men of this city have nearly completed a 
fund of $100,000 for the family of General Meade. 








THe Panama Star and Jlerald, of November 5, says 
that on the 2d.instant, in accordance with a notification 
from the Department of State at Wusbington to the 
United States Consul here, the flag over the U. 8. Con- 
sulate wus hoisted half-mast. The consulate will be in 
mourning for ten days asa testimony of respect to the 
memory of the late Jamented Secretary Seward. The 
national flag and that of all the resident consuls in Pan- 
ama were also displayed at half-mast during the day. 








A RECENT opinion delivered by Mr. Justice Ciifford 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, at Washing- 
ton, finally settled the famous Cherokee Land case. The 
case is entitled Holden v. Joy, and was appealed from 
the Circuit Court for the District of Kansus. By the 
treaty of 1835 with the Cherokee Nation, that tribe was 
ceded the land in question, now forming a part of the 
State of Kansas, with a provision that in case there ever 
should be an abandonment of the lands, they should re- 
vert to the United States. In 1861 the tribe joined the 
Confederates, and abandoned the reservation, and there- 
upon the appellant here and numerous others, constru- 
ing the treaty for themselves, entered upon the lands 
and preempted claims, regerding the territory as being 
again public lands of the United States by reason of the 
abandonment, and subject to preemption. In 1866 a 
treaty was made with the trite, by which it was agreed 
that these lands should be sold for its benefit, and that it 
should thereafter relinquish its tit!e thereto. Under this 
treaty the appellee purchased the lands held by him, 
paying the stipulated price, and thereupon the question 
arose whether Holden who had preempted, or Joy, who 
had purchased, under the circumst«nces stated, the same 
land, had the better title, and thut question was present- 
ed. In this case the court below sustained the title of 
Joy, and this court now affirms the decree in an elaborate 
opinion, holding in substance that the tribe took title 
under the treaty of 1835 as a nation, and that this title 
was not diverted by abandonment unless the clause of 
forfeiture for that cause was enforced by the United 


ties; that the preemption of the land 
void, because the lands were not the public lands of the 
Government end subject to such entry; that by the 
treaty of 1866, as supplemented in 1868, the be- 
came subject So, ale. 0 Soepelnnamaes. oe the a; 
purchasing in accordance with its terms became 
sessor of a good title to the lands purchased. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tue Vistr or rae First Pennsytvanta.—On Monday 
noxt the First Infantry, of Philadelphia, Co!onel Latta, will 
visit New York as the guest of a portion of the National 
Guard of this city. The regiment proposes, acewrding to or- 
ders, leaving West Philadelphia, uniformed in full-dress and 
in ‘* marching order,” in the 7:15 train on the morning of 
the 25th (Monday), and will therefore reach Jersey City he- 
tween 9 and 10 o'clock A.m. One of the purposes of the 
parade was to participate in the customary New York First 
division Evacuation Day military display, but as a parade of 
that character has not taken place in at least two years, and 
will not this year, our Philadelphia friends will be conse- 
quently disappointed in that regard. The First will probably 
parade at least two hundred men, and have made prepara- 
tions for a handsome military \isplay. The regiment is one 
of the few Jive organizations of the National Guard of Penn- 
sylvania, is announced as well-drilled and disciplined, and 
therefore deserving of the proper recognition of the best 
portion of the military of New York. In classification it 
takes the lead in Pennsylvania, and has at its head, report 
says, an undoubted soldier and disciplinarian. The visitors 
come at a season of the year when the weather and the con- 
dition of the streets are beyond a reliable guarantee, 
still we presume Colonel Latta and his regiment have 
anticipated all this, and consequently made fair arrange- 
ments with “Old Probabilities’? of the Signal Service. 
The stay of the regiment in New York is almost too brief to 
fully awaken the enthusiasm of the New York troops, it be- 
ing compelled to leave at midnight of the same day of its 
artival. The Seventh is naturally looked forward to as the 
host of the Philadelphians, and in that case the regiment 
will fall into good hands, military and otherwise. 

It is announed that on arrival the visitors will be received 
and escorted by the First Infantry, Colonel Webster. 1n the 
afternoon the Seventh will parade for escort, as elsewhere 
stated, and both commands, we understand, will be conjoint- 
ly reviewed by Mayor Hall, accompanied by General Shaler 
and staff, either at the City Hall or at the new plaza in Union 
Square. The headquarters of the regiment, while in the 
city, will be at the Grand Central Hotel. 





E1eutn Inrantry.—The companies of this command are 
ordered to assemble at the regimental armory in fatigue uni- 
orm (body belt only) for division drills as follows: Monday, 
December 2, Companies F and H; December 10, Companies 
D, E, and A; December 12, Companies B and C; December 
18, Companies G, I, and K. Rollcall at 8 p.a. The non- 
commissioned staff and non-commissioned officers of this regi- 
ment are directed to meet at the armory Wednesday evening, 
November 27, at 8 o’clock, in citizen’s dress. The regular 
monthly meeting of the Board of Officers was held on Mon- 
day evening. General Orders further state that sufficient 

me having been allowed for all the members of this com- 
mand to supply themselves with the “ full dress uniform,’’ 
no officer or member will hereafter be excused from attend- 
ng any drill or parade, when full-dress is ordered to be 
worn. Officers and members not having the fuil-dress uni- 
form will appear in full fatigue uniform. First sergeants of 
companies will return as absent, in their monthly report, all 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates who are not 
n uniform, or who do not drill with their companies. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentences of the Eighth 
egiment Court-wartial, held in compliance with S. 0. No. 

, from brigade headquarters, dated August 7, 1872, are ap- 
proved by the brigade commander. 


Tuinteents Inrantry.—The field and line officers, ser- 
geant-major, non issioned officers, general guides, and 
markers, and a detail of eight files from each company of 
his command are ordered to assemble for drill and instruc- 
tion, in fatigue uniform, at the State Arsenal, Brooklyn, No- 
vember 22 and December 11 and 20, at 7:30 p.u. The drum- 
major will detail one drummer to report to the adjutant for 
each of the above drills. No person will be admitted as spec- 

ators at the above drills, except members of the regiment 
off duty, and no person will be admitted to the dril-room 

ter 8 o’clock P. m. 





Twenty-rourts Inrantry.—Major Fred. T. Martin, the 
nspector of the Ninth brigade, Third division, who inspected 
he troops attached to the Tenth brigade, same division, at 
Troy, N. Y., October 1, persuant to division instructions, 

gives the following report of the commendable condition of 
the Twenty-fourth regiment, and Battery B, of Troy, N. Y.: 

The Twenty fourth regiment paraded nine companies, all 
well uni‘ormed and apparently in a good state of discipline. 
The attendance was larger than the average, and was a de- 
cided increase over the inspection of last year. The cere- 
mony of inspection was well performed, and was worthy of 
special mention The subordinate officers seemed to be well 
posted in their several duties, and the attention and steadi- 
ness of the men were commendable. The regiment needs a 
new set of colors, those in possession of the regiment being 
ragged and worn out. The excellent condition of the regi- 
ment is due in a great measure to the active interest taken 
by Colonel Steenberg, its able commandant, assisted by ex- 
cellent field and staff officers. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that the Twenty-fourth regiment inspected better than 
any ocher regiment in the division. 

Battery B was in good condition, well disciplined, and in- 
apected satisfactorily. 

Twentr-rourta Brieape, Stxta Division.—We have 
received, through the courtesy of Colonel Bennett, the as- 


stant adjatant-general of this brigade, whose headquarters 


is located at Syracuse, N. Y., the following returns of the 
muster of the troops composing the Twenty-four th brigade, 
Sixth division : 


Forty-eighth Infantry, Colonel Alonzo B. Randall, paraded 
for inspection and muster, at the city of Oswego, September 
19, and marched about four miles to the fair grounds, where 
the command was inspected and mustered; after which the 
regiment performed various battalion movements in an ex- 


cellent manner. The day was rainy and the streets muddy 
yet the regiment paraded in large numbers, and made a very 


fine appearance. The following are the returns : 











Present. Absent. Total. 

Field and staff.......ccccccoee see. 8 2 10 
Non-commissioned staff.......... 6 — 6 
Rand...... * 18 ~- 18 
Company A...c.e cecscceseses ences 4 55 
Company B.... ° « 47 7 54 
Company C...0.. sscccccce soccocces-» 49 3 62 
Company D......ccccccccccssseceveres 41 8 49 
Company E........ oe ereccccccese 2 AA 70 
Company F 33 17 50 
Company G....0..0c000 »seceicesceces — “= — 
Company Fy .ccccccons cscccsctoes oce 28 22 44 
SS eee 28 28 56 
Company K........ssscecesesses severe 28 12 40 

Total ....ccccc coccorcoaccorecces B49 196 445 


Troop A, Cavalry, Cuptain Wm. F. Weller; Light Battery 
Artillery, Captain Paul Birchmeyer ; and the Fifty-first In- 
fantry, Colonel James Randall, paraded for inspection and 
muster at Armory Park, in the city of Syracuse, on the 29th 
of October, and were inspected and mustered by the brigade 
inspector, Major R. C. Day, of Oswego. The following are 
the returns : 

Troop A, Cavalry.—Present 34, absent 21, total 55. 

Light Battery Artillery.—Present 53, absent 41, total 94. 

Fifty-first Infantry. 





Present. Absent. Total. 

Field and staff...... ....+++ cocccsess | 5 3 8 
Non-commissioned staff.......... 1 5 6 
Band...,.. ove cocccceee cocecescecccssecs 20 2 22 
Sappers and Miners. ....... 0. 16 2 18 
Company A.rrccccee coesee ceveecesse 10 3l 41 
Company B. rccccoe sovseese cseesees 3D 6 41 
Company C.....cccceeecdeveeserereers 20 24 49 
Company E......c00- ceccesees soevee 38 10 48 
Company F.....0+ sccsvcese seeseeers 43 8 J 
Company G...cces cocccee coceserccees 3D 7 46 
Company H..s..e- secseceees seveeeeee 50 8 58 
Company Larserrcecrercecesececeeceee 46 6 52 
Company K.ircccccooeecerseessereee 40 8 48 

en ereeeees coces 476 ZL 547 


Troop E, Cavalry, Captain R. C. Day, was inspected and 
mustered at its armory, at Oswego, on the Ilth of October. 
The command is one of the finest cavalry organizations in 
the State, and has been brought to a very high state of dis- 
cipline under its efficient commander, who has since been 
pr ted inspector of Twenty-fourth brigade on the staff of 
Brigadier-General Sullivan. It mustered, present 52, absent 
4, total 56. 





Avxiurary Rirve Associations.—The subject of forming 
auxiliary associations in connection with the National Rifle 
Association has frequently been discussed at the various 
meetings of the Board of Directors of this latter organiza- 
tion; and at the next meeting steps will be taken towards the 
realization of this important and very essential subject. Al- 
ready the Thirty-first brigade, whose headquarters is located 
at Buffalo, New York, has made applitation, through its 
commander, Brigadier-General William F. Rogers, for the 
formation of a branch rifle association; and measures will 
be soon introduced by the National Rifle Association toward 
forming these auxiliaries throughout the State, and, if pos- 
sible, in any portion of the United States where any large 
body of National Guard troopsis organized. Itis a well 
known fact that thus far very little real effort has been made 
to extend the benefits and privileges of the association beyond 
the limits of the First and Second divisions, located in the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn; but as the plans of the 
association begin to develop, and the work on Creedmoor 
range, Long Island, exhibits good progress, the time has ar- 
rived fora further extension of the system of rifle practice. 
It is only reasonable to suppose that all members of the 
National Guard wish to perfect themselves in the use of ‘the 
new breech-loader. Auxiliary associations should be formed 
in every brigade or division district, as, branches of the cen- 
tral association in New York city. In addition to the other 
benefits of this general practice, the prises offered at the 
annual meetings at Creedmoor would create a healthy com- 
petition, and would encourage a proficiency inthe use of the 
riflethat would make the National Guard of New York 
State, with its general efficiency in other points, the best-dis- 
ciplined and most trustworthy militia in the country. Com- 
munications received from some of the State organizations 
urge such a plan, and hopes are expressed that this associa- 
tion will receive such encouragement as to cause it to ex- 
tend its benefits ,beyond the First and Second divisions of 
the State. 


Sixra Inrantry.—In accordance with its usual custom, a 
detachment of this regiment, Colonel Sterry, will parade 
in full-dress uniform (white gloves) as escort to the Veterans 
of the War of 1812, in their celebration of Evacuation 
Day, Monday, November 25. Commandants of companies 
are directed to order details to report at the new armory, 
Broadway, corner Forty-fifth street, at 9:30 o’clock a. x. 
Commandant of Company A will detail two corporals and 





Leight privates; commandant of Company B,' one sergeant 


three corporals, and twelve privates; commandant of Com- 
pany C, one sorgeant, two corporals, and six privates; com- 
mandant of company D, one sergeant, three corporals, and 
fourteen privates; commandant of Company E, one first ser- 
geant, one sergeant, three corporals, and eight privates; 
commandant of Company F, one sergeant, four corporals, 
and eleven privates; commandant of Company H, one first 
sergeant, one sergeant, four corporals, and seventeen pri- 
vates; commandant of Company I, one sergeant. three cor- 
porals, and seven privatcs; commandant of Company K, one 
sergeant and four privates. Lieutenant-Colonel William E. 
Van Wyck will command the battalion, and Captains Muel- 
ler, Reichel, and Hermes, and Lieutenants Greenbaum and 
Masemann will parade as his staff. Captains Nonnenbacher 
and Zenn, Lieutenants Eckermann, Schneider, Pincus, Seck- 
les, Michaelis, Goodhart, Braun, and Leffler will report at 
the above time and place for duty with the battalion. The 
route of march will be fromthe Armory to Eighth avenue, 
and by cars to about One Hundredth street, through Central 
Park to the ‘‘ Old Fort’’ on the heights near One Hundred 
and Tenth street, returning after the ceremonies to the armory 
(by same route), where a collation will be provided. 
Governor Dix anp THe Nationa Guarp —A despatch 
from Washington announces that Colcnel George B. Mc- 
Cartee, chief of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of 
the Treasury Department, has declined the position of pri- 
vate secretary to General Dix, Governor elect of New York, 
and will remain in the Treasury. This is the first aunounce- 
ment, let alone declination, of appointments on the staff 
of General Dix. A rumor, however, is current that the 
four pay positions on the staff have been made—2 matter 
we are inclined to doubt. The members of the National 
Guard meanwhile are on the qui vivre as to who ia to be the 
next Adjutant-General of the State. Several names are 
mentioned for this position, and also for those of commissary- 
general of subsistence and chief of ordnance; but it is too 
early to make any definite announcement, or even indulge 
in prophecies. 
Seventu Inranrry.—This regiment is ordered to parade 
in full uniform and overcoats on Monday, the 25th day of 
November, as escort to the First regiment National Guard of 
Penneylvania. Assembly at 2:30 o’clock r. wm. In compli- 
ance with brigade orders, a regimental court-martial will 
convene at the regimental armory December 16, at 8 o’clock 
Pp. M., for the trial of delinquent non-commissioned officers 
and privates of this regiment. Major George Moore Smith 
has been detailed as president of said court-martial. 


Tweirta Inrantry —General Orders from regimental 
headquarters announce that so much of G. 0. No. 14, ¢. ., 
from regimental headquarters, as directs detachment drills 
to be held on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, November 
27 and 28, is countermanded. Companies D, G, and K will 
parade for drill at regimental armory on Friday evening, No- 
vember 29. Companies B, E, and I, Monday evening, De- 
cember 2, Assembly at 8:15 Pp. m. 


Seventy-Firnst Inrantry.--0:. Tuesday evening Mr. F. 
I. Eben, the regimental baudmaster, received a testimonial 
in the way of a vocal and instrumental concert given at the 
armory under the auspices of the members of the regiment. 
The programme was exceedingly well rendered, the orches- 
tral portion, under the direction of Mr. Eben, well sustain- 
ing the excellent reputation of the regimental band. The 
vocal efforts of Mrs. Gertrude Hess were most excellent, and 
received merited applause ; the concert as a whole being ex 
ceedingly enjoyable, and, from the attendance, we should 
judge a pecuniary success. The concert closed at shortly 
after 10 o’clock ; soon after which the floor was cleared for 
dancing, in which exciting pastime the majority of those 
present participated until past midnight. The Seventy-first 
has an excellent band, with an efficient leader, and every 
effort of the regiment should be used to maintain its position. 
This, of course, cannot be done without proper patronage, 
and without individual efforts of the members of the regi- 
ment no regimental band can long sustain a reputation for 
good music, in fact, will rarely be composed of the same 
members at any one time. If the Seventy-first wishes to 
make and continue the success of its musical organization, 
it is very essential that the regiment and its members give 
it employment, or else the band will be a bard in name 
merely, and never win by regular membership the fame de- 
sired for the musical portion of the ‘* American Guard.”’ 


Tue VETERAN Guarp, of the Seventh regiment, held its 
first meeting for organization on Thursday evening of last 
week at the armory of the Seventh regiment, General Lef- 
ferts presiding. Upon calling the roll, it was ascertained 
that about 150 members of the Veteran Association had al- 
ready signified their intention of uniforming. There was 
quite a number of accessions to the ranks from our best citi- 
zens, and from officers who had served during che late Re- 
bellion,grad uatirg from the Seventh. A committee on con- 
stitution and by-laws, with Captain ©. H. Loutrel as chair- 
man, and one on uniiorm, with Lieutenant-Colonel Wm. A. 
Pond, chairman, were appointed to report on Monday, De- 
cember 2. The question of uniform is a knotty one. Some 
of the members ask for something very elaborate in blue, 
with a chapeau, or a hat like the Coldstream Guards; others 
are quite as decided to adhere to the gray, ‘‘ their first love.” 
It is probable that the latter color will carry the day, with 
some slight alterations in the trimmings, to distinguish the 





Veterans from the regiment proper. 
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Tae Minit1a Heapquarters, Boston.—The Old South 
Church, Boston, since its erection has not infrequently been 
used for other purposes than that of a place of worship, and 
the military have more than once become its occupant. Re- 
cently the militia, guarding the scene of the recent confla- 
gration in that city, made it their headquarters, and on Sun- 
day last the soldiers assembled within its sacred and vener- 
able precincts for divine worship. A correspondent of the 
New York Herald thus describes the scene : 

More than two hundred years ago a congregation assem- 
bled at the corner of Washington and Milk streets for the 
purpose of engaging in divine worship, and for more than 
one hundred and fifty years the weekly assemblages at this 
corner have been enclosed within the same walis as those 
which to-day interwitnessed the gathering of martial men to 
listen to the last religious service in the Old South. For 

days past, as [ have telegraphed you, this church has been 
made the headquarters of the troops who have been engaged 
in the work of guarding the burned district. They have 
slept upon the floors and in the pews, and desecrated its sa- 
ered precincts with tobacco juice, and games of poker and 
high-low-jack. Martial law has superseded the law of the 
Gospel, and the authority of the major-general in command 
has ruled supreme. To-day, however, inasmuch as this will 
probably be the last week of the service of the church mili- 
tant, and because of the fact that next Tuesday the United 
States authorities will take possession of the building for the 
purpore of converting it into a temporary post-office, it was 
deemed expedient once more, and for the last time, to hold 
religious services in the sacred edifice. Rev. Dr. J. M. Man- 
ning, pastor of the charch, consented to direct the exercises, 
and Rev. Dr. W. H. H. Murray, pastor of the Park street 
church, volunteered his assistance. Next came the question 
of providing an organist and choir for the occasion. The 
hour at which the idea was conceived (3 o'clock), rendered 
this a difficult task. Nearly every organist in the city was 
employed elsewhere, and vain search was made for musical 
talent. Finally Captain William B. Sears, of Company C, 
First regiment M. V. M., Claflin Guards, of West Newton, 
was appealed to for advice. He called Lis men in line, and 
after stating the nature of the emergency, requested that all, 
if there was an organist in the company, or any singers, they 
should march three paces to the front. All but fourteen ot 
the fifty-six privates stepped forward at the word of com- 
mand, and it -vas found that five of them were capable to fill 
the position of organist. A selection was made resulting in 
the choice of John Tucker, and a choir of twenty picked 
This done, seven companies of the regiment marched 


voices. 
to their seats in files, and assumed a reverential aspect. The 
old church never presented a more singular spectacle. Aside 


from the solemnity of the occasion, the antiquated sounding 
board, the chandelier, with its shades like weiss beer glasses ; 
the officers, in grag and gold, flitting to and fro; the soldiers 
gossipping with one another under their breath; the grim- 
visaged police officers, with occasionally a petticoat here and 
there, combined to render the picture an odd one to witness. 


Pennsytvania’s First Division.—This portion of the 
militia of Pennsylvania, located in Philadelphia, next to the 
most populous city in the Union, and comprising three bri- 
gades, through the inadequate support of the State, want of 
proper exertions of its officers, absence of good governing 
laws, and evident lack of spirit—to put it mildly—of its com- 
mander, has within the past few years gradually melted away, 
until it now presents scarcely the size of a small brigade. 
The Sunday Republic, of Philadelphia, is inclined to place 
the whole cause of this on the shoulders of the division com- 


mander, of whom it thus speaks : 

On the 27th of December, next month, the commission of 
Major-General C. M. Prevost will, by limitation, expire, and 
the Governcr will be required by law to appoint a successor or 
reappoint the present incumbent. In casually considering 
the subject the question very naturally arises, ‘‘ Is a change 
necessary—do the interests of the division demand the reten- 
tion of the present commander, or is @ successor necessary 
for the welfare and future prosperity of the division?’? We 
do not think the subject requires any lengthy argument or 
extended remarks. There can be hut one expression, and 
that is the universal sentiment that pervades the entire divi. 
sion. General Prevost hus had a fair and impartial trial, 
and the unanimous verdict of the ‘‘line’’ and ‘‘rank and 
file’? of the First division is that a change is absolutely ne- 
cessary, for if the present administration is continued the di- 
vision will lose its efficiency, and will eventually diminish 
into a mere handful of men. The history of this division is 
familiar to all who have been connected with the State ser- 
yice for any considerable time—the strength and glory in 
whioh it paraded only a few years ago, and the wretched con- 
dition—universally in pojat of discipline—in which it is 
to-day. It cannot be asserted that the absence of & protec- 
tive militia law is the cause of this great change, for the 
troops of this city, only a short time since, enjoyed an excel- 
lent state of prosperity, and that without any pecuniary 
assistance. The only reason that can be assigned to this 
depiorable condition of affairs is the incompetency of the 
major-general commanding. Socially we entertain a hizh 
regard for General Prevost, but justice and impartiality to 
the officers and men who compose and sustain the National 
Guard of this division, compel us to denounce his adminis- 
tration as a perfect and complete failure! We are confident 
that the gentleman is very well aware of his unfitness for the 
position, and we sincerely hope that he will take an early 
opportunity of notifying the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of his intention of retiring from the command of the 
First division N. G. of Pennsylvania, and thereby relieve us 
of the necessity of further aliuding to this unpleasant but 
very important subject. 

We have repeatedly urged and asked for a consolidation 
of the skeleton regiments and companies of thisdivision. By 
reference to the report of the Monday’s parade, it can be 
plainly seen which these commands are. Nothing can now be 
expected in this direction until the inauguration of the Gov- 
ernor-elect, Major-General J. F. Hartranft; but in the 
Meantime, we would most respectfally request Governor Gea- 
ry to refuse to allow the organization of any more companies 
in these exploded and depleted organizations. The appear- 
ance of some of these commands on Monday was disgraceful, 
and the sooner they are disbanded by General Prevost, whe 


has the authority, the more creditable will it be to his mili- 
tary reputation and the honor of the division. 

From the of€cial aggregate returns of the parade of this 
division on the occasion of the obsequies to General Meade in 
Philadelphia on Mondayjweek, we find that the First brigade, 
comprising one regiment of infantry and five detachments, 
numbered, all told, 550 men, of which the former command, 
(Second regiment), exclusive of band nnmbered 335. The 
Second brigade, comprising four regiments (?) numbered 751 
men. The strongest of these (First) paraded 395 exclusive 
of band, and the weakest (Seventh) just 25. The Fitth bri- 
gade, comprising three regiments of infantry, paraded 554 
strong. The division, all told, numbered 1,866 men. 

With a record like this, we agree with our contemporary 
that the time is ripe for some reorganization of the National 
Guard of the State of Pennsylvania. The above figures con- 
clusively show that, as a division organization, the troops of 
Philadelphia are failures. The First and Second regiments 
of Infantry seem to be the only real regimental organizations 
in the division. Taking these figures as a basis theroisa 
fair chance for a successful reduction of this so-termed First 
division to a brigade. As a brigade, organized on a similar 
basis to that of the State of Connecticut, there is still hope 
for the Netional Guard of Pennsylvania. Brigadier-General 
J. W. Hoffman, commanding Second brigade, is one of the 
few officers of the division who has taken active measures 
for reformation, and a few w2eks since presented to the offi- 
cers of the division, for action, a iil in reference to improve- 
mentin the organization of the National Guard. General 
Hoffman deserves great praise for his interest in the National 
Guard of the State, and we trust his efforts and those of his 
co-workers will soon be rewarded. It is a lasting disgrace to 
a State like Pennsylvania that its National Guard is so 
small and inadequately supported. Let us anticipate at least 
some exhibition of reform under the reyime of Governor 
Hartranft. 

Various Items.—The Eighth regiment drum and fife 
corps, Drum- Major T. W. McKeever, heid their ninth annu- 
al reception on the evening of December 9 at the regimental 
armory, Twenty-third street, between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues......A Philadelphia contemporary intimates that 
some of the officers of the First division of that State are not 
as studious of Upton as they might be, and as an example, 
says: ‘* We heard a colonel, on Monday, give the command, 
‘March over here;’ he intended to say ‘ Right oblique,’ 
but evidently was unacquainted with the contents of Upton.” 
veeeeA despatch from Washington says that ‘‘at a recent 
meeting of the military authorities in Washington it was an- 
nounced that six New York regiments, three companies from 
Philadelphia, and the Fifth Maryland regiment from Balti- 
more had signified their intention of visiting Washington on 
inauguration day to take part in the parade, and many 
others are expected. A committee was appointed to act in 
conjunction with other authorized committees in making the 
necessary arrangements for the comfort of all visiting milita- 
ry.”? Werather doubt this. In the first place we do not 
know of any half-dozen regiments in New York State that 
are prepared, in a mwisitary sense, for such atrip. Moreover, 
few regiments could afford the time, let alone the expense, at 
such @ season of the year. The Forty-seventh, however, of 
Brooklyn, is disoussing the matter, and may perhaps go...... 
The members of Company B, Seventh, on Monday attended, 
in ecitizen’s dress, the funeral of their late comrade, Private 
Charles Sheldon Van Horn, which took place at Orange, N. 
J ...0.The Troy Whig states that a contract has been signed 
between the officers of the Ellsworth Monument Association 
and George F. White, of Rutland, Vt., to erect the monu- 
ment within six months. It is to be of Quincy granite, 
twenty feet high, ornamented with an American shield cut 
on the shaft, a medallion of white marble, etc. It will cost 
$3,000. The money must beall subscribed by May next. 
Contributions may be sent to H. K. Cornell, treasurer, or to B. 
D. Ames, secretary, Mechanicsville, N. Y......An election took 
place in Company K, Seventh regiment, last week, not in the 
Fourth regiment, in which Private Johnson was elected cor- 
poral, not Jones, as erroneously announced in the JauRNAL, 
both of which were ‘‘typo’’ errors. This company, by the 
way, is exceedingly harmonious, and the late ‘‘ breeze’’ re- 
garding the appointment of a first sergeant has been calmed 
by the decision of the Adjutant-General in the matter, and 
everything now moves on in the even tenor of its way...... 
Brigadier-General Thos. 8. Dakin, the commandant of the 
Fifth brigade, Second division, who for months past has been 
dangerously ill, is now, we learn—thanks to a good consti- 
tution—rapidly becoming convalescent, and will, we trust, 
soon again head the ‘Oid Fifth’? to further deeds of re- 
nown.......company K, Ninth, last week elected almost 
unanimously as its commandant Captain Bird W. Spencer, 
who resigned the captaincy last summer. We understand 
the captain has accepted, and now that the cause of his first 
resignation has been removed, will again take active steps 
toward building up the company. Captain Spencer organ- 
ised Company K, and had, beyond dispute, one of the best 
companies in the regiment ; but official dissensions, courts of 
inquiry, etc., after the July riot of last year, came near de- 
moralizing the company, and we are not a little surprised 
that as many as fifty men could be assembled at an election 
even, thirty of whom voted in favor of their former com- 
mander......A rumor came to us that the writer of a column 
of so-termed military news in @ recent edition of a Brooklyn, 


for the insane. We are inclined to give credit to this rumor, 
for we feel assured no man in his sane senses would have 
attempted such military bosh as found in this column, under 
the head line captions of ‘ Military Radical Changes Con- 
sequent on the Recent Election—The Tidal Wave Reached 
the Militia—Rumors Relating to the Second Division—A 
Bombshell in the Camp.” In this article of the insane 
‘* military critic’? the Second division is almost entirely re- 
constructed, and the First division is left out in the cold, by 
the mere announcement of the rumored supersedure of its 
commander. To our surprise, the Brooklyn Union copied 
this waste of type and paper, as also did, in part, the Sun- 
day edition of the New York Daily Times. Farther com- 
ments on this matter we deem unnecessary......It is rumored 
that Lieutenant-Colonef Brown, of the Twenty-second, has 
signified his intention to retire, and that ex-Captain William 
©. Besson will succeed him....,.It is announced that Captain 
Wm. H. King, of the Forty-seventh, an eminent and elo- 
quent ‘‘limb of the law,’’ has seated himself, officially, in 
the editorial chair of the Long Island Babylon Chronicle. 
One page will be devoted to the interests of the National 
Guard......Adjutant Manning, of the Twenty-third, has re- 
signed, and we are informed that Private James G. Gregory 
will be appointed adjutant, and that Captain Manning will 
soon accept a captaincy in the regiment. The former we rather 
doubt, and the latter we trust is the case, for Captain Man- 
ning is too popular and good an officer to leave the service..... 
The field, staff, and others who expect to be mounted offi- 
cers, of the German element of the Second division, organ- 
ized Jast Sunday at the house of Colonel Burger, of the 
Twenty-eighth, a ‘‘National Gaard riding club,’’ the ob- 
ject of which is to obtain profciency in horsemanship. The 
club is at present composed of Colonels Burger and Roehr, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rueger, Major Wills, Uaptains Bossert 
and Heerdt, Commissary Koch, Adjutants Pape and Karcher, 
Quartermaster Schmitt, Lieutenants Bertsch, Dillmeier, 
Behlen, Martin, and Hesse. The headyuarters of the club, 
we understand, willbe at Polhemus’ riding school, Brooklyn, 
E. D., and from the frequent mishaps from poor horseman- 
ship, as dispiayed by this and other portions of the National 
Guard, we trast the club will meet every success, and others 
of a like character be formed thronghout the State. Good 
horsemanship does not seem to be the forte of the majority 
of the mounted officers of the National Guard, and past experi- 
ence fully justifies any means towards instruction and practice 

-sseeeThe Thirty-second regiment drum corps anticipates a 
glorious time on December 10. They will dance until re- 
veille......captain John Eger, of the Twenty-eighth, has 
tendered his resignation. Lieut t Reit is d 
asthe “coming man.’’......Major Bush, of the Forty-Sev- 
enth, has tendered his resignation. Cause, removal from 
district......The Thirteenth Infantry will endeavor this win- 
ter to secure an appropriation of one hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars for a new armory in Brooklyn. It deserves 
it, and we trust will get it......Some of the supervisors of 
Kings county are trying to defeat the Greenpoint $10,000 
armory project for Company I, Forty-seventh regiinent. The 
Legislature, however, appropriated the amount; the ground 
has been purchased, and bids amounting to six or seven 
thousand dollars for building have been offered, discussed, 
and the matter laid over until the next meeting of the Board 
of Supervisors, Supervisor Coe reported, among other 
things, that at the last review of the regiment Company I 
turned out only seventeen men. The official returns, how- 
ever, report thirty-three out of a membership of forty-three. 

So much for accuracy. But we presume the unmilitary su- 
pervisor counted the front only; in that case, he was nearly 
correct.,....0n Saturday evening last the members of Oom- 
pany O, Seventh, held what was termed a “‘ stag reception * 
in the company room of the regimental armory. The meet- 
ing was of a pleasant, social character, and the more epnjoy- 
able fromthe mere fact that no beverage stronger than 
Jager was dispensed, neither was there any ‘‘discuesion of 
viands ;” eloquence, witticisme, stories, and recitations filling 
well all intervals yntil near midnight. Meetings of this 
character, if properly conducted, can be made acceptable to 

the National Guard without having an injurious effect...... 

The Sixth assembles for the first time at its new armory, 

Broadway and Forty-fifth street, on Evacuation Day, The 

building is not yet completed for military purposes, but 

when entirely finished will be made the permanent 

headquarters of this command and of the First Cavairy. 
seeeee Lhe Ninth still occupies its barn-like armory, no effort 

as yet being made toward completing the interior of the 

building, let alone furnishing it. Several of the rooms have 

been frescoed at the expense of the members while others 

are even without seats or lockers. It is a shame that so 

spacious a regimental quarters sbould not at least be made 

tenantable......The Drom Corps Association held a reception 

on Thursday evening at the Germania Assembly Rooms, Bow- 

ery. Everybody and the drum-majors had s good time, and 

all beats were thrown ont......The Tweaty-third will hold its 

annual reception at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, De- 

cember 16. The regiment will also give a series of social 

concerts and hops during the season at the Assembly Rooms 

of the Academy......The Eleventh will take charge of the 

upper portion of the Centre Market when the reconstruc- 

tion of that building hag been completed......0ne would 

judge that some of the r:gime:.tal organizations of the Firat 

and Second divisions were nominally dead oz had Jost their 

sdjutants, if the few orders issued for publication is » crits: 








E. D., contemporary, has been sent to the Flatbush Asylam 





rion, 








ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





Novemper 23, 1872. 





238 





1From the New York Nation.) 
THE CHARACTER OF PRESIDENT GRANT. 
Tue first term of Genorsl Grant began at probably 
the most unfortunate moment at which any man with- 
out the training of a politician and the experience of a 
statesman could have assumed the responsibilities of the 


cffice. The sense of relief from the great strain of the | ? 


war was away ; the irritation arising from ex- 
cessive, ill-adjusted taxation and the first contraction of 
a delusive, inflated currency, was beginning. The first 
burst of contemporary gratitude to a great soldier was 
dying out, and the debt due to him from the country he 
was regarded as having saved was supposed by many to 
be paid by the gift of its highest office; while the reve- 
rential love which a second generation gives a national 
hero had not yet begun. ‘The disastrous administration 
of Andrew Johnson, with its corrupt system of office 
bargaining between the President and the Senate, had 
surrendered no small part of the attributes of the Presi- 
dency; so that instead of public officers being, as the 
Constitution prescribes, appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate, they had come to be appointed 
by the Senate on the nomination of the President. The 
impeachment, too, had lessened the public estimation of 
the office ; and to such a degree that respectable and or- 
dinarily temperate journals and periodicals had at- 
cam to demonstrate that an objectionable President 
might be removed by impeachment, though entirely in- 
nocent of high crimes and misdemeanors. Thera were, 
moreover, certain personal characteristics of General 
Grant which tended strongly to make his administra- 
tion a failure, but which singularly indicate that his 
second administration will be incomparably better than 
the first. 

The first of these personal traits is that characteristic 
which cannot be readily defined, but is well understood 
in the common phrase of “minding his own business.” 
This characteristic he possesses in an extraordinary de- 
gree. Positively—reticent, composed, self-contained ; 

tively—neither curious, nor inquiring, nor enthusi- 
nor sympathetic. In the Army the quality served 
him both ill and well. Asa subaltern it probably con- 
tributed to his failure, being mistaken for indifference 
and a want of soldierly ambitious zeal. When he be- 
came a brigadier-general he was content to be simply 
eral, not flying about among his regiments, drilling, 
tructing, inquiring, but leaving all regimental work 
to his regimental commanders, Officers who served im- 
mediately under him, and who, fresh from civil life, felt 
the need of an active superior, never saw him, and re- 
garded him as a listless, indolent, and perhaps incom 
tent commander. But when he rose to more extended 
commands, his subordinates gradually learned two 
things: First, that the responsibility of their command 
rested entirely upon themselves; second, that while 
they would be justly appreciated and generously com- 
mended, they would never be interfered with within their 
own official spheres. Hence grew up that remarkable 
devotion which led such soldiers as Sherman and Mc- 
Pherson to refuse to be transferred to another com- 
mander, and that capability which redounded to his own 
success; for certainly no other general was served by 
such efficient subordinates as General Grant. 

But when he left the Army and came to direct the 
civil affairs of the Government, this controlling charac- 
teristic of his aature nearly caused his ruin. He had 
entered West Point a mere boy and grown up there, 
taught little of civil matters, and from his nature 
seeking little beyond his business, which was to become 
a soldier. His frontier life and the Mexican war kept 
him all the more closely to that business. When he left 
the Army, his sad, secluded life was bounded by the four 
walls of aliitle shop ; so secluded was it that when he 
went back to Galena covered with renown, it was said 
that not thirty of his townsmen knew him by sight. 
During the war he saw nothing of public men save a few 
officious, intermeddling members of Congress, and was 
warned by his lieutenant that Washington was a den of 
disaster and iniquity. At the end of the war, when he 
moved his headquarters to the seat of Government, he 
had never studied the work of the politician or the states- 
man, for it had not been his business; and because it 
had never been his business he knew nothing of it or 
them. Of civil affairs and of public men in civil life, he 
was: probably the most ignorant intelligent man in the 
United States. 

The greatest misfortune that has ever befallen Gene- 
ral Grant is that he came to the Presidency too young. 
If, with his unerripg instinct in the selection of men, 
his quiet observation, sound sense, and evenly balanced 
jud ent, he had continued four or eight years longer 

Washingt n at the head of the Army, he would prob- 
ably have made a great and useful President. As it was, 
he came not to administer but to be taught. There are 
indications enough that his own modest self-estimate 
and excellent judgment told him this; but unfortunatel 
he had beside him a shallow, selfish, unscrupulous counsel- 
lor in Mr. Washburn, and he had been crossed and vexed 
in his brief administration of the War Office by Mr. John- 
gon, and roused into the desire for power which mortifica- 
tion frequently awakens in men of quiet, temperament. 
He came to the Presidency almost absolute’y ignorant, 
from a civil point of view, of men and things. It was in- 
evitable, therefore, that he should lean upon the few men 
he knew, and obtain information only from those imme- 
diately around him. Yet he had a clear idea that the 
country necded something more than the management 
of professional politicians, and that the people looked to 
him to introduce an era of better things. ‘The idea of 
administrative reform was not ripe in the public mind, 
and the desire for a new civil service had not a definite 
form, yet no incense was ever more grateful to the nos- 
trils of a people than the smoke which arose while Gene- 
ral Badeau burnt the officeseekers’ letters. When Colo- 
nel McClure was sent héme with nothing but the title of 
“The Pennsylvania Politician,” and sundry intruding 
Senatcrs were turned back by the assurance that their 
assistance was unneeded, the hopes of nearly all men 
seemed tu be no deferred. General aw 
this plainly, and proceeded in his quiet way to make up 





his ewn practical working Cabinet, But when his pri- 
vate “slate” was broken by the declension of Mr. Wil- 
son, and the ineligibility of Mr. Stewart, it disconcerted 
the plan of his campaign; his ignorance of men was an 
impediment to further movements, and all his military 
strategy unavailing to recover the ground lost by sur- 
rise. 

The confidence of the country in General Grant, es- 
pecially in his moral courage and firmness and his sup- 
posed determination “to fight it out on this line,” 
caused an apparent apathy, influential men leaving the 
matter placidly to the President, believing that he was 
abundantly able to hold up his own hands during the 
emergency. The wily politicians in Congress saw their 
advantage and seized it. They held before him the fate 
of his predecessor, and assured him that he would have 
arrayed against him his own party in Congress, who 
controlled the press and d the ear of the public, 
and they besought him as friends to follow in the beaten 
pathway of Presidents, and warned him that his efforts 
were considered blunderings, and were fast becoming 
ridiculous. The fear of causing new dissensions between 
Congress and the Executive, a sense of his own inexperi- 
ence and ignorance, perhaps some dread of having his 
high military reputation deutel by the ridicule which 
would be attached to a chimerical and impracticable 
scheme, proved too strong a combination of adverse{causes, 
and General Grant surrendered. If the President had 
stood firm, throwing upon Congress the responsibility 
of rejecting Mr, Stewart, and patiently selecting new 
men who would serve their country as Cabinet ministers 
rather than their party as professional politicians, there 
is little fear that the country would have been on his 
side, and members of Congress soon relegated to their 
constitutional sphere of legislative duties. We deplore 
the result, and cannot wholly forgive the surrender, 
but an examination of the operating causes and 
agencies enables us to understand how it was brought 
about. 

The next characteristic of General Grant has been his 
instinctive sagacity in choosing men. In military life 
this talent had been perhaps the chief cause of his suc- 
cess. No other general can show such a triumvirate as 
Sherman, Sheridan, and McPherson, besides the long 
list of lesser field officers, equally active and devoted, 
if not equally renowned. hen the President went 
over to the politicians, he chose his lieutenants as skil- 
fully as he had selected those of the Army. It is true 
that their tactics may have been most unfortunate for 
the country, and almost disastrous 1o their party, but 
as mere politicians there could not have been selected 
more indefatigable fighters. General Grant abandoned 
a new line of statesmanship for a line of politics, and on 
his new line it became necessary, in his opinion, to have 
a new set of corps commanders. The men we do not 
admire, their field of operations we think small, their 
system of strategy shallow and mean; but as officers 
adapted to that kind of petty political warfare, they 
were the ablest that could be hai. 

But there is one other characteristic of General Grant 
which his first Presidency has hardly called into action, 
but which in the second may be found to retrieve much 
of the ground that has been lost. This is ability to learn, 
and especially to learn wisdom from his‘own mistakes. 
The repulse at Belmont (whether we judg it by his first 
or substituted report) and the comprehensive strategy of 
the campaign of 1864~-’65 will always seem to be the 
work of two different men. Yet between the two ex- 
tremes can be traced his steady patient growth, erring, 
but erring less and less; making mistakes, but never re- 
peating the same one; moving tardily, but always in 
some way attaining ultimate success. It is on this char- 
acteristic that the hopes of his countrymen may now 
rest. We have reason to believe that during the four 
years of his term he has been learning as during the 
four years of the war; that little has escaped his quiet, 
unobtrusive attention, and that his knowledge of public 
men and the wants and interests of the country is in- 
comparably greater than it was. On certain subjects, 
as civil service reform, he has always been in advance of 
his party in Congress, and has proved to be much stronger 
than his party aud his party leaders among the people. 
He owes nothing to Messrs. Morton and Cameron, and 
other managers, and they owe all their present success 
tohim. With the first Presidency we hope the Presi- 
dent will consider his debts of gratitude to those gentle- 
men fully paid, and himself entirely free to administer 
the affairs of the executive department exclusively for 
the welfare of the country. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Tue cost of the French military schools is thus stated’: 
The Polytechnic, which has 423 pupils, costs 793, 
francs a year; the School of St. Cyr, for pupils, 1,- 
035,400 francs; the Prytanée or College de la Fléche, 
430 pupils, 495,000 francs; Artillery and Engineer 
School, 658,500 francs; Cavalry School of Saumur, 240,- 
000 francs; Staff School, 470,080 francs ; School of Med- 
icine, 33,840 francs; Naval School of Brest, 95,520 
francs; School of Hospital Attendants, 592,000 francs. 
So these nine schools cost altogether £180,000 a year. 


GENERAL Ducrot has assumed the command of the 
Eighth corps d@armee headquarters Bourges, and has 
issued an order of the day inwhich he reminds the 
troops that enthusiasm cannot replace training, and 
that the army is the soul of the nation. He alluded to 
the new army drill by saying-that rich and poor would 
in future be found together in the ranks, and he ex- 
pressed the hope that the new military force would be 
strong and well-disciplined enough to awe enemies in 
the interior, and make Germany regret having torn two 
provinces from France. 

GERMANY continues without cessation her military re- 
forms. The illery, as before announced, has been 
reorganized with the result of adding thirty new bat- 
teries to its strength. Ch are now proposed in the 
armament of the cavalry. The COuirassiers are to be 
abolished; that is to say, they will be converted into 


dragoon regiments. Several light cavalry regiments 
are to be armed with rifles of a very rapid firing capa- 
city. Experiments are being made at present, aftcr 
which the new arrangements will be carried out. 


THE oldest steamer in the world has been presented 
by her owners, Messrs. Steele & M’Caskill, to the Glas- 
gow ‘Chamber of Commerce. The vessel is named the 

ndustry, is fifty-four tons register, and was launched 
from the building yard of Messrs. John and William 
Fyfe, of Fairlie on the Clyde, in May, 1814. She was 
the seventh steamer built on that river. Latterly she 
has lain sunk in the East India harbor at Greenock, but 
last week she was floated and beached to be caulked, 
thereafter to proceed to Glasgow, where she will be pre- 
served as a memento of the early days of steam naviga- 
tion. 

A FRENCH paper gives a detailed account of the man- 
ufacture of false eyes in Paris, from which the curious 
fact sqneere that the average sale per week for eyes in- 
tended forthe human head amount to four hundred. 
One of the leading dealers in this article carries on 
business in a saloon of great magnificence ; his servant 
has but one eye, and the effect of any of the eyes wanted 
by customers is conveniently tried in this servant's 
head, so that the customer can judge very readily as to 
the appearance it will produce in his own head. The 
charge is about ten dollars per eye. For the poor there 
are second-hand visual organs which have been worn for 
atime and exchanged for newones. They are sold at 
reduced prices, and large quantities are sent off to In- 
dia and the Sandwich Islands. 


Apropos of the discussion about our new uniform, per- 
haps the following from the London Army and Navy 
Gazette may give some comfort to American military 
grumblers: “ We heartily sympathize with the com- 
plaints of infantry officers on the needless variety and 
expense so frequently entailed upon them in the matter 
of dress. The last addition is generally regarded as 
most objectionable. The blue patrol jacket was moder- 
ately cheap, serviceable, and capable of being adapted to 
all climates, but the authorities could not let well alone 
and so have re-introduced scarlet—the very worst possi- 
ble color for a tropical climate, besides the most expen- 
sive, owing to the facility which it has for turning crim- 
sou. The result will be that commanding officers who 
do not like to see their officers in scarlet and crimson 
patches, will be continually suggesting, more or less 
mildly, to the poor ‘‘ sub,” the desirability of renewing 
the garment. It would really seem as if the authorities 
were either oblivious of the necessary knowledge in 
these simple matters, totally indifferent, or had a pen- 
chant for members of the art sartorial.” 


“ THE altered position occupied by the cavalry of the 
present day,” says the Army and Navy Gazette, “ is the 
subject of an article in the Vedet‘e. Their task now is 
stated to be, firstly, the strategical service, which em- 
braces the duties of exploration, taking measures for the 
safety of the army, and skirmishing; secondly, the tac- 
tical service of engaging with the enemy’s cavalry, pur- 
suing small bodies of infantry, and following up a deci- 
sive victory. This demands from the officers great 
intelligence and foresight, as well as a knowledge of 
topography. They must be men, too, accustomed to 
the saddle, and to all kinds of fatigue and hardship. 
Another important use of the cavalry is to discover the 
weakness and mistakes of the enemy; for without well- 
led cavalry, an army gropes in the dark, vannot rely on 
any decided victories, or turn the disorder of a retreat 
into a flight. One cause of the disparagement that has 
fallen upon this arm of late is, that it has been used 
without regard being paid to the increased excellence of 
firearms. Instances of such noble but extravagant 
deeds arenumerous. The charge of Cuirassiers at As- 
pern, of Murat’s horse at Krasnoi in 1812, and, an 
Englishman will add, the Balaklava charge. In his 
work on cavalry, the Archduke Charles remarks that 
‘ the general to whom the feld-marshal intrusts the cav- 
alry on the day of the battle should not suffer his masses 
to be divided at the representation of any other general 
in order to render a fruitless and fragmentary assistance. 
In such a case the infantry lose their self-reliance, and 
the cavalry do not decide the battle.’ ” 








Facts FoR THE Lapirs.—Mrs. D. Magra, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., has used her Wheeler & Wilson Lock- 
Stitch Machine about two-thirds of each year since 1860, 
and earned annually about $500, with no expense for 
repairs. See new Improvements and Woods’ Lock-Stitch 


Ripper. 











MARRIED. 
{Announcements of Marriages should be paid forat the rate of 
fifty cents each.) 


Drx—W ooprvurFr—On the 14th instant, at Staten Island, by Rev. 
J. E. Rockwell, D.D., George Woopwarp Drx, to ELisz Woop- 
ruFfF Davis, daughter of General I. C. Woodruff, U. 8. A. ° 


GreEenLesrF—Hostetter.—At Mount Carroll, Iil.,on the even- 
ing of October 31, at the M. E. church, by the Rev. Geo. W. Dean, 
rector of Zion church, Freeport, Lieutenant F. W. Greenuear, U. 
8. Navy, to Miss Mary 5. Hostetter, daughter of Dr. J. L. 
Hostetter, of Mount Carroll. 


GooprEett—Reav.—On Thursday, November 14, at Epiphany 
chureb, Washington,D. C., by the Rey. Dr. Watkins, M. C. Goop- 
RELL, t.s. Marine Corps, to Miss Emity T. Reap, daughter of 
William Read, Esq., of Montgomery Co., Md. (No cards.) 


DannER—WEBSTER.—On Wednesday morning, November 20, by 
the Rev. Dr. Houghton, at the Church of the Transfiguration, 
New York city, James M. Danner, of York, Pa., to Fayyiz J., 
daughter of Colonel L. D. Webster, deceased, U. 8. A. 


Aveur—DopcE.—On Thursday, November 14, at St. John’s 
church, Georgetown, D. C., by Rev. Mr. Atkins, Liewtenant J. A. 
Aueor, U. 8. A., to Kate J. Doper, daughter of R. P. Dodge, of 
that place. 





DIED. 


Swicert.—In Detroit, Mich., on Datieg, at noon November 15, 
1872, Ciara, wife of Lieutenant Samuel M. rte aly Second U. 8. 
Cavalry, and daughter of Colonel H. C. Pratt, U.8. Army. 





Suunty.—At Island Park, Illinois, November 11, 1872, Epwuxp 
AnrTHeR, eldest son of Captain E. RE. P. and Augusta Shurly, 


